Ben J. Florq,

73, former

Bellevue superintendent

Ben J. Flora passed a love for
education on to many children,
including his own.

The retired superintendent
of the Bellevue school district,
who died Monday at St. Luke
Hospital, coached and coaxed
his students to reach for more
knowledge. As a former social
studies teacher and the high
school’s football and basketball

- coach, he was ideally suited for -

the role.

Flcra, of 910 Clayton Court,
Bellevue, was 73 years old.

He retired in 1973 after 11
years as school superintendent
and about 28 years in the Belle-
vue school system, said his
widow, Irene Rogers Flora. He
was also principal of the high
school and a superintendent for
the Mt. Sterling and Irvine
school systems, she said.

Mrs. Flora said retirement
didn’t stop her husband from
going to football and basketball
games “every time he had a
chance.”

“He liked the job (of superin-
tendent) except for the fact that
he didn’t have as. much contact
with the students,” she said. “He

had a real love for young people,
and his students have always
kept in touch. They’ve been call-
ing all day.”

Two of the Floras’ four chil-
dren are also educators. One son
is a professor of mathematics at
Morehead State University, and
a daughter has been a teacher in
the Dayton and Bellevue school
systems.

A native of Mt. Sterling,
Flora attended the University of
Kentucky, Xavier University
and Kentucky Weslean College.
He was a member of the Ken-
tucky Education Association,
the National Education Associa-
tion, Bellevue Rotary Club, and
Calvary Methodist Church in
Bellevue. 3

Besides his widow, survivors
include two sons, Roger T., of
Tucson, Ariz., and Ben Flora Jr.,
of Morehead; two daughters,
Marie Babin and Linda Salazar,
both of Bellevue, 12 grandchil-
dren and a great-grandchild.

Services 1 p.m. Wednesday,
Dobbling Funeral Home, Belle-
vue; visitation, 5-9 p.m. today;
burial, Evergreen Cemetery,
Southgate.
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