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Governor Ford And Athletes Honor Flora

KENTUCKY Governor Wendell Ford gets top bill-
ing Tuesday at the community appreciation dinner hon-
oring Ben Flora, retiring Superintendent of Bellevue

Schools, but look for past
to steal the show.

Flora will retire next
month after 42 years of
work as a teacher, coach
and school administrator,
nearly 30 of which has
been spent at Bellevue.
Dinner is at 6:30 p.m, at
the Avenue Restaurant.

Ben was head football
and hasketball coach for
12 years at Bellevue and
literally put the Tigers on
the athletic map. His 1951
state champion football
team owns the school's
best won-lost record of 12-
0, including a Recreation
Bowl win over Prestons-
burg, 39-0, and a shrine
Bowl victory over Pikeville,
28-0.

His 1949 basketball team
won the local region and

played in the state tourna-

ment.
© Steele Harmon, coach at

Centre College, a tackle on
. the champion foothall
. team, will attend as will
Bill McGurn, Jim Schnei-
der, Guy Tracy, Jim Ful-
mer, Steve Kiefer, Ray
Maines, Jerry Walburg,
Pete Dougherty. Kiefer is
head coach at Newport
High School.

From the 1949 basketball
team will be Will Hunde-
- mer, Joe Koke, Roger Ot-
ten, Boots Wuest, along
with former tennis cham-
- pion Tom Cundy, now of
Florida and Bob Gormiller.
Bob Jones, head coach of
Kentucky Wesleyan Col-
lege of Owenshoro, NCAA
College divisioncham-
pions, will also attend.

Coach Jones was a for-
mer four-sportstarat
Bellevue playing football,
baskethall, baseball and
running track.

It was hack in 1943 that
Ben Flora left Raceland,
Ky., High School and
signed to become athletic
director and head football
coach at Ashland, Ky,
High School. Two weeks
ai.ter sign i,n g, Flora

athletic greats of the school

Ben Flora -
would practice long and
hard early in the season
and sometimes stay out or
the practice field until the
moon came up, ironing ouf
a couple of flaws. Coach
Fiora was understanding
but tough.”

“I remember one time
during a scrimmage, when
I was hit pretty hard and
in the pile-up suffered &
slight wound that drew
hloed. Coach Flora checked
it out and then said, now
you have made it. You be-
came a foothall player to-
day.”

Ben has had stops at
Montgomery County, Mt
Sterling and Raceland be-
fore coming to Bellevue
He interrupted his employ-
ment in Bellevue for 2
short time to work as su-
perintendent of Irvine, Ky.,
-schools before returning to
Bellevue.

Ben plans fto remain in
Bellevue, do some travel-
ing, take in some sporting
events and continue his
poker sessions. Ben and
five long-time friends and
associates meet once every
two weeks for some card
“lavino <



