NORTHERN KENTUCKY SPORTS LEGENDS

Charley,

Here is some data in response to your questionnaire about my
father. Sorry | did not get this to you earlier but since my
retirement, Margie and | spend much of our time on trips or away
from Morehead, baby sitting. Congratulations on your new career. I
am sure you enjoy this and that you do a great job. If any other data
is needed, give my a call at 606-784-6095. If you catch me at home
| be glad to help. Marie said the program will be on September 17. |
have a trip planned for that time and will be unable to participate.
Persons who played under dad who might be good include: Dan
Sullivan (past Supt. of Newport) and Steele Harman. A basketball
player and former neighbor of dad's is Norman Veech. I'm afraid |
have lost track of lots of his former players and friends. Hope you
can find some other tid-bits. | am enclosing some photos which you
might use. Please return these to Marie so that | can get them back.
Perhaps we will cross paths sometime soon. Good luck with this
project and others.

Ben Flora

May 23, 1909 Owingsville, Ky.

Graduated in 1928 from Mt. Sterling City Schools
Graduated from Kentucky Wesleyan College in 1932.

Course work at University of Kentucky and completed Masters Degree
in Educational Administration at Xavier University in 1955.

1932 - Teaching and coaching at Camargo H. S. - Coached jr. high and
high school girls basketball team.
1933-1938 - Teaching and assistant to Bain "Tiny" Jones in football
4 and basketball.
1938-1943 - Head football and basketball coach at Raceland High
School.
1943-1955 - Teacher and head football, basketball, and track coach
at Bellevue High School.
1955 - 1957 Principal at Bellevue High School.
1957 - 1959 - Superintendent of Mt. Sterling City Schools
1959 - 1962 - Superintendent of Irvine City Schools



1962 - 1972 - Superintendent of Bellevue City Schools

Helped to create the Eastern Kentucky Athletic Association and
served as the first President. Received numerous recognition's
during his years of teaching and coaching. Very active in many
education and coaching organizations in the state. Inducted into the
Kentucky High School Hall of Fame in 1986.

Best known teams while at Bellevue are : 1949 basketball team
represented the 9th region at the State Tournament. 1951 Football
team went undefeated and won two Bowl Games, one in the
Recreation Bowl in Mr. Sterling and the following week in the
Kiwanis Bowl at Lexington. Although not declared state champs by
the Louisville papers, who did the selection, most people recognized
this team as a State Champion Team. At Bellevue, Coach Flora's
football teams compiled a record of 73 wins, 40 loses, and 4 ties.
This was during a period when there was no classification system
for schools. His schedules often include Cincinnati schools as well
as all schools in Northern Kentucky, including those which are now 4
A schools. This basketball teams stand at 158 - 120.

Assistant Coaches - Included Bob Miller, Dick Rothfus (sp), Bob
Himmler, John, Schaar.

Best Known Players - Pat Uebel, Dan Sullivan, William Hundemer (sp),
Steele Harman.

Coaches during the forties and fifties were a very close group.

Coach Flora worked during summers at Moonlight Gardens and at River
Downs with many of his coaching friends. Following Friday night
football games, the coaches often gathered at a cafe in Newport to
visit and replay the games.

Every year, the Football team would take a trip to some college
football game. The football banquets were always a big affair with
some very prominent college coach as a speaker. | remember Blantan
Collier, "Bear" Bryant and Woody Hayes as speakers at banquets |
attended. Each year, the basketball teams would attend the state
tournament games in March. These teams also had significant sports
banquets. During many years, the annual district and regional track
meets were held at Bellevue and Coach Flora was usually the meet
director.



How did athletics help you in your adult life and career?

How has High School athletics changed since your playing and or
coaching days?

As a coach what has your relationship with your former players
meant to you?

As a player have you continued a relationship with any former
coaches?

As a coach who were some of your fellow coaches you competed
against?

As a player who were some of the more notable players you
competed against?

As a coach did any of your assistants or former players become
coaches?

Did any particular individual influence you toward athletics?

Please add any other information or topics that may be unique to
you.
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What Hall of Fames are you a member of?
B. Dates Inducted



Buddy,
Charlie Coleman wants to do a show on Daddy and his career.

He plans to tape it on September 17™. Would you like to appear as
one of the guests? | do not want to do it. Mark may want to be on it
as well. He would be good.

Charlie says they can have 2 guests at one time; and even switch
around after breaks and have different guests. Can you think of
anyone that would be a good fit for this program?

In the meantime, if you can, would you look over the attached sheets
and answer as much as you can. What you can’t answer, maybe |
can find elsewhere.

| need your help on this. He also said it would be nice to have
pictures. Maybe we could arrange a collage of some sort between
us.

If you do not want to do this, at least give me some answers to the
attached questions.

I left you a message a while back, but guess you have been traveling.
Please get back to me as soon as possible. September 17" is a
Wednesday, so you could come up and stay for a few days if needed.
| can make room | am sure.

Hope all is well with you and yours.

Love you,

7 asce
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TSN COMMANDMENTS ON HUMAN RILATIONS

Thou shalt love people not just to use them as a tool.

Thou shalt compliment more than critiedzef you should eover your
neighbor's faults with 8 closk of charity, bacause you may need
a circus tent to cover your own.

Thou shalt as¥ Jod to eive you strength to change what can be
changed, and courage to bear what cannot be changed.

Thou shalt not get angrys if you are right, you don't need to -
and if you are wrong, you can't afford to.

Phou shalt be kind3 yon had better be kind to people you meet
on your way up, for they are the same people you w1l meet on
your way down.

Thou shalt not be too important; it's nice to be important, but
itfa more important to be nice.

Thou shalt have a sense of humor; a senss of humor is to a man
what springs are to a wagon - it saves a lot of buwps.

Thou shait be cheerful and thankful; count your many blessings,
name them one by one, and you will find that for each hu-dred
wrongs, there are one thousand rights.

Thqn shalt practice what you preachy one example is worth one
thousand arguments.

Thou shalt go to school t~ the Headwmaster of the universe,
The Masgter of men, the Secretarv of humwan relations, nawmely
Jdegus -Christ, as He 13 the greatest lender of men the world .
has ever knouwn.



