BEN FLORA
BELLEVUE HIGH SCHOOL — 1943- 1973
(DECEASED)

Ben Flora who was one of the most popular and respected coaches in
the state of Kentucky. graduated from Mt. Sterling, High School in 1928.
He was an all around athlete, short in stature and soon acquired the nick-
name of ‘‘Pee-Wee'' from his many friends, a name that stayed with him
whenever he met old friends from Central Kentucky.

He was an outstanding football and basketball player while being
coached by Coach Bain ""Tiny'* Jones. He continued his football and basket-
on a college level when he played at Kentucky Wesleyan College. which was
then located in Winchester, Kentucky. He continued his education and
received advanced degrees at the University of Kentucky and Xavier
University.

Ben began his teaching and coaching career at Montgomery County
High School in 1932 where he was an assistant coach and taught social
studies. After the next year as an assistant coach at Mt. Sterling High School.
he accepted the head football and basketball coaching position at Raceland
High School. He served in this capacity from 1938 until 1943.

In the fali of 1943 Ben accepted the head football and basketball
position at Bellevue High School replacing Coach Edgar McNabb who had
resigned.

During his tenure at Bellevue the “Tigers' enjoyed many outstanding
seasons in both football and basketball. His teams were always extremely
well coached and prepared.

In basketbali, his 1949 team won the Ninth Region Championship and
got the opportunity to play in the KHSAA Sweet Sixteen. but unfortunately
lost in their first round of tournament play.

In 1951, his “Tiger’* Football team went through a twelve game unde-
feated season while winning by big scores in both the Recreation Bowl
and the Shrine Bowl!. This outstanding team was declared the 1951 Mythical
State Champions.

Ben was one of the “Founding Fathers™ of the Kentucky High School
Coaches Association and was selected to coach the first east football team in
the East-West All-Star Games.

In 1952, Ben received the Flying Dutchman Award and Cob Pipe of
Honor for sincere interest in handicapped boys and girls.

Following his coaching career Ben served as Principal of Bellevue
High School until 1951. In 1957, he became Superintendent of Mt. Sterling
City Schools. In 1959, became Superintendent of Irvine. Kentucky Schools
and then in 1962 he returned to Bellevue to become Superintendent until he
retired in 1973.

The citizens of Bellevue in an effort to show their thanks for the many
years of dedication he performed for the schools named their field house
in his honor.

Ben Flora died on February 7, 1983.

His wife Irene still resides in Bellevue. Kentucky. They had four chil-
dren — Roger, Ben, Marie and Linda.




