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Rice, Foster head
Hall of Fame hst

BY TOM GROESCHEN

The Cincinnati Enquirer

Homer Rice and Leo Foster

came home Thursday night, and
" along with 13 others, were induct-

~ Sports Hall of Fame in ceremonies .

ed into the Northern Kentucky

- at Northern Kentucky University.

e

Rice is trim, fit, and tanned at
59, and the former Cincinnati Ben-
gals and Highlands High School
football coach said he’s loving ev-
ery minute of his job as athletic

* director at Georgia Tech.

“This (induction) is very spe-
cial,” said Rice, classy as always.
“This is where it all started for

Foster, 35, is the former
- Holmes High School athlete who
went on to play infield for the
Atlanta Braves and New York
‘ Mets. He played parts of five sea-
sons in the big leagues from 1971-
77, and now lives in Springdale and
works at Monsanto Chemical. He
is the last Northern Kentuckian to
make the majors.

“l hardly watch or listen to
baseball games any more,” said
Foster, who still looks like he could

~ play at 5-foot-11 and 180 pounds.

“I played so much ball that I got
burned out on it."”
Foster’s spirits were high

_ Thursday, though, as he recalled

the glory days with fellow induct-
ees. Foster and Rice were en-
shrined Thursday along with Jim
Boothe, Ben Flora, Bob Heim, John
Schaar, Herschel Turner, Harry
Walker, Alex Zechella, Jim Howe,
Dick Maile, Mike Murphy, Walt

. McGraff, Bernie Sadowsky, and
" Joe Brien. Some came from as far

as Florida for the banquet in

: NKU’s Grand Ballroom.

As for Rice, Highlands was the

. springboard to a career that

earned him national acclaim. His
Highlands teams won 50 consecu-

* tive games from 1957-61.

Rice says Georgia Tech is his
last stop. He's been there six years
since leaving the Bengals, with
previous roads having taken him
from high school to college to his
1978-79 stint with the Bengals.

“T used to miss coaching, but
not now,” he said.

Rice was coach of the Bengals in
some of the team’s darkest hours,
and his record in 1% years as head
: coach was 8-19 before being dis-
« missed after the 1979 season.

Homer Rice

. former Highlands coach

“I've never been a person to
look back,” he said amiably. “I'm
still good friends with Paul Brown
and talk to him occasionally. I think
we did some good things with the
Bengals. We had some good drafts,
and a lot of those people wound up
playing on their Super Bowl team.”

Of the Sam Wyche Bengals,
Rice says, “I've got a feeling that
they're going to be moving up the
ladder soon.”

For Leo Foster, a quiet lad from
Covington, the climb to stardom
was meteoric. He was an all-state
basketball and baseball player at
Holmes, and in baseball hit an
astounding .693 as a junior before
“leveling off” to around .500 as a
senior.

Foster was taken in the second
round of the 1969 major league
draft by the Braves, and was the
32nd player taken overall.

Foster was in the “bigs” by the
time he was 20, but never played
regularly while bouncing between
the major and minor leagues. His
major league career average, in
262 at-bats, was .198. He finally
quit in 1980, while property of
Boston’s Pawtucket AAA team.

“I had had enough,” he said.
“Now, I don’t even play ball, not
even softball. I just golf.”

Foster is one of few Northern
Kentuckians who ever reached the
majors.

“I don’t know why that is,” he
said. “You see so many of them
come from across the river (in

Cincinnati). I guess Kentucky is

just a basketball state.”




