in Memoriam

BEN FLORA
BELLEVUE, KENTUCKY

The Kentucky High School Coaches Association has been
saddened by the passing away of Ben ‘“Pee Wee" Flora, out-
standing Coach and Educator, who was also one of the Founding
Fathers of our coaches association. :

Ben, along with Edgar McNabb, Joe Ohr, Rice Montjoy,
Ralph Mills, Butch Charmoli, Bob Miller, Puss Greenwell and a
few other prominent coaches met in a room at the Kentucky
Hotel in Louisville in the early 50’s and organized our present
association and made plans for our first East-West All-Star
games, Ben was also selected to coach that first East football
team. :

Ben Flora was a native of Mt. Sterling, Ky. He played
football and basketball at Mt. Sterling High School and Ken-
tucky Weselyn College. He later received advanced degrees at
the University of Kentucky and Xavier University of Cincinnati,
Ohio.

In 1932 he started his coaching and teaching career, which
lasted for 41 years, at Camargo Schools in Montgomery County.
He then returned to the Mt. Sterling City Schools as an assistant
to the legendary Bain *“Tiny”’ Jones, for five years. From there
he moved to Raceland High School, in Raceland, Kentucky, as
their head coach. At the same time he also served as President
of the Eastern Kentucky Conference which represented teams
from Boyd, Greenup, and Carter Counties.

In 1943 he moved to Bellevue, Ky. His 1951 football team at
Bellevue was the most outstanding and best remembered. They
were undefeated in 12 games and won both the Recreation and
Shrine Bowls that year and were declared Mythical State
Champions. =

In 1955 he became the principal at Bellevue High School; in
1957 he returned to Mt. Sterling to serve as their superintendent.
In 1959 he moved to Irvine, Ky., to serve as their superintendent
" for the next 3 years. He then returned to Bellevue as Superin-
tendent and remained in that capacity for eleven years until his
retirement:

Ben Flora’s outstanding leadership in both academics and
athletics had earned him the highest respect from parents, his
students, his athletes, and his colleagues state wide.

As a special tribute to the 25 years that Ben and his family
spent in Bellevue, the eitizens of Bellevue proudly named their
new high school physical education and gym building the ‘“Ben
V. Flora Fieldhouse.”

Although Ben retired from active school duties in 1973, he
and his wife could always be found attending basketball or
football games somewhere. ”

He leaves his wife and friend Irene, his daughters, Linda
and Maria, two sons, Ben Jr., an educator at Morehead
University, and Roger who is now retired from the U.S. Navy.

A great coach, educator, and man has passed; but many
will be influenced by his enthusiasm, his message of courage,
strength and the will to succeed.

The Kentucky High School Coaches Association is ex-
tremely proud that Ben Flora was one of our colleagues and we
thank him for the influence and guidance that he had in our
{ organization.
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