1949: A Magic Year for Bellevue

Ben Flora ( cente;) with two of his later day players Dan Sullivan (left) and Steve

Kiefer (right) led last Bellevue team to state.

by Mel Webster

The last time Bellevue made it to the
state tournament in basketball Harry
Truman was President. The year was
1949.

In 1949 you could purchase a new
Crosley automobile for only $9 per
week. Ben Flora was the Tiger
basketball coach and Roger Klein was
only in the 8th year of a 33-year
association with Bellevue.

The 1949 post season would see the
-36th District Tournament (Beilevue is
now in the 35th) begin with Highlands at
Newport’s old gymnasium.

The Floramen (as they were called
then) responded with a 53-40 win led by
Bill “Bones” Faber with 19 points. Faber
held down the middle of a starting lineup
that included forwards Roger Otten and
Walt Havercamp along with guards Joe
Koke and Will Hundemer.

It was a great year for the 5-11 captain
Hundemer.

Following their win over Highlands,
the stage was set for an encounter with
the 24-1 Newport Catholic Club of
coach Al Howe. Jimmy Stewart's new
movie You Gotta Stay Happy was
playing at the Madison in Covington and
they did!
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Bellevue was 21-4 and ranked 17th in
the state. Newport Catholic was the
Commonwealth’'s number 6 ranked
team. The stage was set.

Faber and Hundemer had the hot
hands as Bellevue pulled out from an 8-8
first quarter tie to a 25-19 halftime lead
and a 35-26 advantage after three.
Hundemer would finish with 13 points
and the Tigers would have a 37-32 upset
win. Bellevue went on to beat Dayton 35-
26 in the District finals.

The march to state was officially on. In
region play, the Tigers pounded Simon
Kenton 55-34 with Hundemer's 24
points, and Dayton again 45-39. In the
Dayton game, the big man was Roger
“Dead Eye” Otten with 17 points.

That set up the region finale with 35th
District Champion Beechwood.

Koke opened the game with a long
field goal. “Bones" Faber added two spin
shots to make it 6-0. The Tigers
managed to hold on to a 27-24 halftime
lead before Beechwood cut it to 37-36
with 3 seconds left in the third quarter.
At the buzzer, Koke connected from
long range to end at 39-36. The Tigers
won the contest 56-49 and the coveted
trip downstate for the last time. Faber led
with 20 points followed by Hundemer
(13), Koke (10), Otten (10), and
Havercamp (3). Hundemer, Faber, Koke,
and Otten all were selected to the all-
region team.

Other members of the championship
squad were Tom Mason, Dick Jones,
Tom Qualey, Jack Binkley, Bob
Dougherty and Dick Perin.

The Tigers lost their first game at the
“"Sweet 16" to a powerful Clark County
team 54-40. They led 20-18 before losing
Faber, Haverkamp, and Hundemer
eventually to fouls.

Bellevue finished 25-5 in a season that
will long be remembered as one of the
best ever.
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The 35th District

| Thoroughbreds The Early Favorite

1982-83 Finish

35th District

*Newport Catholic 28-4
Bellevue 15-14
Newport 9-16
Dayton 7-19

35th District

Coaches’ Predictions

1. Newport Central Catholic
2. Newport

3. Dayton

4. Bellevue

BELLEVUE
Top Returning Players: Bob Auteri,

Sean Wilke, Greg Batsche, Doug
Schoulties.
Key Losses: Tom Bosse, Jeff
Schoulties, Doug Miller, Steve
Crittendon.

Summary: Bellevue has a lotto try and
replace this year after two trips to the
ninth region tournament. The Tigers
seem to recover well though. The
season before they lost Doug Miller and
Jim Maher and still performed well. It
will be billed as a rebuilding type of year,
but the Tigers should be in the thick of
the Class A and 35th District race.

Strengths: In each of Mike Swauger's
four seasons at Bellevue, the Tigers
have been a good team. They have some
good young talent.

Weaknesses: Lack of size and
experience should be the big headaches
early in the season.

BELLEVUE

Dec.
2 at Dayton
6 at Beechwood
9 HOLY CROSS
13 at Walton-Verona
16 LUDLOW
20 at Brossart
22 CAMPBELL CO.
28-29-30 Dayton Invit.
Jan.
6 at Ludlow
10 COVINGTON LATIN
13 SILVER GROVE
14 NEWPORT
17 at St. Henry
20 DAYTON
24 BEECHWOOD
27 at Holy Cross
31-Feb. 4 All A Classic
Feb.
7/ BROSSART
10 COVINGTON LATIN
11 at Grant Co.
14 at Silver Grove
17 ST HENRY
18 WALTON-VERONA
24 HIGHLANDS

DAYTON

Top Returning Players:
Hundemer, Bob Hartman.

Paul

Key Losses: Jack Gish, Larry Jourdan.

Summary: Dayton will be faced with
its annual problem of lack of size. The
Greendevils also lost some very
important performers named Jack Gish
and Larry Jourdan. Coach Stan Steidel
enters his ninth season looking for an
improved record in an always tough
district.

Clunmmilenrs COCiaidal'n tamrme Aars aliainsies

very competitive and it won't take long
for him to find replacements for his
graduated leaders. A lot of players saw
playing time last year. That will help.

Weaknesses: Lack of size and proven
scoring punch will be the main areas of
concern early in the season.

DAYTON

Dec.
2 BELLEVUE
6  HIGHLANDS
9 WALTON-VERONA
16 BROSSART
17 COVINGTON LATIN
23 NEWPORT

27-28-29 Dayton Invit.
Jan.
3 LUDLOW

6 at Brossart
T at Holy Cross
10 at Silver Grove
13 ST. HENRY
17 at Beechwood
20 at Bellevue
27 at Walton-Verona
31-Feb. 4 Class A Classic
Feb.
7 COVINGTON LATIN
8 at Holmes
10 SILVER GROVE
14  at St. Henry
17 BEECHWOOD
18 HOLY CROSS
21 WILLIAMSTOWN
24 at Ludlow
Dist. at Dayton

NEWPORT

Top Returning Players: Bob Basey,
Dan Parten, Steve Kowolonek.

Key Losses: Gerald Combs, Cliff
Housley, Steve Wagenlander.

Summary: Coach John Gross always
comes up with a solid combination. He'll
be looking to put the Wildcats back
together into a contending regional
team this year. The 1982-83 season was
disappointing. Expect the Wildcats to
bounce back this year with some
young players.

Strengths: Senior guard Bob Basey,
and forwards Steve Kowolonek and Dan
Parten should give Newport a solid base
to build on. The Wildcats are usually
good shooters and will be a quick team
for the most part. They will need to
replace Wagenlander inside to be real
effective.

Weaknesses: At this point they need to
find a consistent shooting guard and
some overall team size, but that could
change quickly.
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ted in seven

starts, will risk its perfect
mark against its neighborhood
rivals, the Bellevue Tigers, and
in this one, past performances
count for little.

Farlier in the season, Dayton
finished on the long end of a 7-0
score but when it was over, the
Greendevils knew they'd been to
the races. Tomorrow night's game
icould be equally as close.

Another real, rock 'em, sock 'em
game is looked for at Holmes when
the Bulldogs entertain the High-
lands Bluebirds. Both teams were
beaten last week by outside foes
—_Holmes by Henry Clay, 12-6, and
Highlands by Ashland, 19-0. And

the crown.

back by undefeated Dayton.
Both clubs will be at full
strength for the game. Holmes
played Henry Clay without the
services of Frank Clendenen,
one of the Bulldogs’ best backs,
but he is back in shape and
will go to bat in the Highlands
game,

Holmes has won four and lost
none in league competition, while
Highlands has a record of four
victories and one loss, a 14-7 set-

Time of the game, incidentaliy.
has been set back to 8:15 p. m.

AC Games Headline
iron Card Friday

both are in the first division of

in order that the Universi
the NKAC and still gunning for eIy of

Kentucky's Marching 100 may ap-
pear at halftime ceremonies which
also will include crowning of the
football king and queen.

Dixie’s Colonels, seeking their
fifth NKAC victory of the cam-
paign, aré expected to gain
their objectiye when they meet
Campbell, at present in a last
place tie with Newport. The
Camels haven't won a league
game., "

Newport, also winless in the

NKAC, avill be up against a tough
foe in Ludlow, although the Pan-
thers have only one victory to
their credif. i
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gII-L?T'TIqLERS—Mast‘er mibnds lc;f Beilzlevue’s Tigers, who right are Hﬂ&d-CleﬁBﬁLnﬂ-‘& Assistant Coaches Boh
e trying to conceive ways by which to halt the winning Miller and Dick Rothfuss and Athleti ir
streak of Dayton’s Greendeils are shown here. Left tg i DnectFw Joh'

Schaar. !




BELLEVUE’'S TIGERS—Coach Ben Flora will send his Shown here .are, standing, Coach Flora, Vades Nor-
Bellevue Tigers into action in the Northern Kentucky man, Jim Fulmer, Jerry Wendell, Steve Kiefer and Dave
Athletic Conference basketball race against Dayton Fri- Weber, Kneeling, Ronnie Culp, Harold Torrey, CIifE
day night, at Bellevue. The game is the NKAC opener Swauger, Roger Flora and Danny Sullivan.  Seated,

for the Tigers. , Bobby Weigand, tear:. mascot.
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y Jack Wessling

They appatently think an awful lot of our Ben Flora

“ down in Mt. Sterling, Known by a number of nick-

names, probably the most descriptive of which is “The
" Round Man,” Ben is a natlve son of the Montgomefy

..._...l\____’

Here's an e:\ample of the way
. Ben's homefolks are. taking'to
" his Recreation Bowl" game thele i
15 & q
F e * :-‘-
“Praclamat:

SR Bamard Mayor. in

Sterling, Kentucky, hereby pro- |

10 Years Ago This Week

WEDNESDAY, Nov. 5, 1941.—
Harold Johnson scored Lloyd's
lone touchdown as the Jugs de-
feated Bellevue, 8-0, to gain
second place in the final NKAC
standings. Highlands won the

| title yesterday with a 7-0 win

over Ludlow,
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ute and hon-
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Een Flora

our most oufstanding and illus-
trious home fown boys. He has
achieved unprecedented success
in his chosen field as a high
school football coach and builder
of youthful character, The citi-
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Black Cats.

SPEAKING OF the Recrea-
tion Bowl game, those local fans
who want to skip down to watch
the thing can do this:

Contact Carl Sasse, 7 S. Foote
avenue, Bellvue, for information
about a group going down under
sponsorship of the Bellevue
. Boosters Clubyor ... |

Get in touch with John Lan;.','v'
enbahn, 364 Taylor avenue,
Bellevue, for reservations with a
party from the We Tavern
Bowling Alleys leaving on buses
in the afternoon and returning
immediately after the game,
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Governor Ford And Athletes Honor Flora

KENTUCKY Governor Wendell Ford gets top bill-
ing Tuesday at the community appreciation dinner hon-
oring Ben Flora, retiring Superintendent of Bellevue

Schools, but look for past
to steal the show.

Flora will retire next
month after 42 years of
work as a teacher, coach
and school administrator,
nearly 30 of which has
been spent at Bellevue.
Dinner is at 6:30 p.m, at
the Avenue Restaurant.

Ben was head football
and hasketball coach for
12 years at Bellevue and
literally put the Tigers on
the athletic map. His 1951
state champion football
team owns the school's
best won-lost record of 12-
0, including a Recreation
Bowl win over Prestons-
burg, 39-0, and a shrine
Bowl victory over Pikeville,
28-0.

His 1949 basketball team
won the local region and

played in the state tourna-

ment.
© Steele Harmon, coach at

Centre College, a tackle on
. the champion foothall
. team, will attend as will
Bill McGurn, Jim Schnei-
der, Guy Tracy, Jim Ful-
mer, Steve Kiefer, Ray
Maines, Jerry Walburg,
Pete Dougherty. Kiefer is
head coach at Newport
High School.

From the 1949 basketball
team will be Will Hunde-
- mer, Joe Koke, Roger Ot-
ten, Boots Wuest, along
with former tennis cham-
- pion Tom Cundy, now of
Florida and Bob Gormiller.
Bob Jones, head coach of
Kentucky Wesleyan Col-
lege of Owenshoro, NCAA
College divisioncham-
pions, will also attend.

Coach Jones was a for-
mer four-sportstarat
Bellevue playing football,
baskethall, baseball and
running track.

It was hack in 1943 that
Ben Flora left Raceland,
Ky., High School and
signed to become athletic
director and head football
coach at Ashland, Ky,
High School. Two weeks
ai.ter sign i,n g, Flora

athletic greats of the school

Ben Flora -
would practice long and
hard early in the season
and sometimes stay out or
the practice field until the
moon came up, ironing ouf
a couple of flaws. Coach
Fiora was understanding
but tough.”

“I remember one time
during a scrimmage, when
I was hit pretty hard and
in the pile-up suffered &
slight wound that drew
hloed. Coach Flora checked
it out and then said, now
you have made it. You be-
came a foothall player to-
day.”

Ben has had stops at
Montgomery County, Mt
Sterling and Raceland be-
fore coming to Bellevue
He interrupted his employ-
ment in Bellevue for 2
short time to work as su-
perintendent of Irvine, Ky.,
-schools before returning to
Bellevue.

Ben plans fto remain in
Bellevue, do some travel-
ing, take in some sporting
events and continue his
poker sessions. Ben and
five long-time friends and
associates meet once every
two weeks for some card
“lavino <



Ben Flora Is Honored

By 290

Ben Flora, retlrmg

nd athletic coach of levue
ligh School, was lau gd by
hore than 200 citizens and
chool officials Monday at the
\venue Club, Bellevue

Flora, who 2
aught at. the 8@
ears, leaves M
luties as super
Sterling city scho .
\ative of Mt, Sterlihg and at-
ended Mt. Sterling High School
nd Kentucky Wesleyan College.
Flora was presented with a
»en and pencil set by Joe Kobl-
sr, a teacher and coach at the
school. Bob Miller, head foot-
sall “coach at Newport “and a
‘ormer assistant to the Belle-
yue coach, served as toast-
master.

Robert Hummel, Mayor of|.

Bellevue, the guest speaker,
praised Flora as an outstanding
teacher, coach and citizen and
salled his departure a loss to the
city, Short talks were given by
George Wright, superintendent
f Bellevue schools, and C. S.
Dale, former superintendent of
Jellevue schools.

Edgar McNabb, representing
he local coaches and®the Buf-
a()ljf)tlc{ub an organization of

-

In Bellevue

‘spoke briefly. ~Other speakers

included former athletes of the
school, Will Hundezmer, Roger
Otten, Jim Schneider, Steele
Harmon and Larry Tobe. )

Don Davis who will /replace
Flora in the principal’s position

at Bellevue was introduced.

in acknowledgement

Flora

.| said, “If I can receive the same

cooperatmn from the people of
Mt. Sterling that I have re-
ceived here, T am sure that I
can make a success of my new
jobh.” ’




—KENTUCKY TIMES-STAR (Pille) Photo.

Ben Flora (center), now principal at B ellevue High School, was honored a festi-
monial dinner Wednesday night at the Avenue Nife Club, Bellevue. Mr. Flora, who
served as head coach af Bellevue for 13 ye ars, left the coaching ranks to become prin-
cipal. He is shown receiving a trophy .fro m Will Hundemer (right), former Bellevue
High and University of .Cihcinnati star. Le ft to right are Robert P. Hummel, mayor of ‘
. Bellevue; George Wright, superintendent of Bellevue schools; Flora; Bobh Miller, for- /
mer assistant coach at Bellevue, and Hun demer. E




Ben Flora
- - . after 11 years.

Flora
retiring
in June

BY CAROL STEWART
Kentucky Post Staff Writer

Ben Flora, Bellevue schox
superintendent for 12 years i
retiring.

The announcement came a
Wednesday night’s schoo
board meeting. His contrac
expires June 30.

William Armstrong, Belle
vue High School principal
will succeed Flora,

FLORA SAID he would
like to continue as consultant
to the school. He also will
investigate possible part-time
work in other fields. .

“I don’t intend to just sit
down and blow away,” he
laughed.

Flora came to Bellevue in
1943 after working as a teach-
er in Montgomery County, O.

FOR 12 YEARS he was a
teacher and football, basket-
ball, baseball and track
coach. :

From 1955 to 1957 he served
as high school principal.

Then he returned to his
hometown of Mt. Sterling to
SErve as superintendent be-
fore coming back to Bellevue
in 1962 to replace Supt.
George Wright, who resigned.

IN THE POST he has
Supervised construction of the
new gymnasium, Grandview
Elementary School and home
economics, science, and i
brary wings of the high
school.

Flora and his wife Irene live
at 910 Clayton court, Belle-
vue,




e

BELLEVUE HIGH 1956-57



Ben Flora Elected
Superintendent Of
Irvine City Schools

Ben V. Flora, superintendent of
Mt. Sterling City Schools, was
named as superintendent of the
Irvine City Schools by the Board
of Educatiom of that city.

Flora was elected for a two-
year term and will take over his
new duties in Irvine on July 1. He

rasigned recently after serving as
mty school superintendent here for
two years.

A native of Mt. Sterling Flora
is a graduate of Wesleyan Cullege’

and attended Xayvier and the Uni-
versity of Kentucky where he ob-!
tained his master’s degree. He
coached football and was princi-
pal of Bellevue High before com-
ing to Mt. Sterling. ‘




NEW SUPERINTENDENT —
Ben Flora, Mt. Sterling, has
been named by the Irvine
Board of Education as superin-
tendent of the Irvine schools
for a two-year period. He will
take over his duties July I.
A graduate of Kentucky Wes-
leyan, he attended the Univer-
sity of Kentucky and Xavier
University. He has been asso-
ciated with the Bellevue Race-
land Independent and Mt. Ster-

ling school system
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| IRVINE PTA OFFICERS—New officers of the Irvine Grade School Parent-Teachers Association
are congratulated by Irvine School Supt. Ben Flora. From left are Flora, Mrs. Flora, Mrs. Harold
Scrivner, secretary; Mrs. Wayne Cox, second vice president; Mrs. Everett Curry, first vice presi-
dent, and Mrs. Frank Smithers, treasurer. Mrs. Ed Huckleberry, president, was not present whep
picture was taken, (Photo by Herald Correspondent). o
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FORMER CLASS PRESENTS PLAQUE—Ralph McClanahan, left,

a member of the 1939 Irvine City School graduating class, is pic-

tured with Ben Flora, superintendent
sented a plague by class members F)

s. Eloise Mackey, Mrs. Jean Re
McClanahan. (Photo by Herald-

of the schools who was pre-
riday. In addition, the class

also had a new clock installed in the school library. Members
the class on hand for the presentation were Mrs. Sue Durham,

edy, Raymond Benfon and
Leader Correspondent).
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Bellevue High Produces
Large Crop of Coaches

Both Will Hundemer, present head coach at Taft, angl
Joe Corcoran, who was the Senator head coach until
he became athletic director this year, are former Bellevue
High players.

That fact led 1o the discovery that Bellevue has pro-
duced a number of athletes who have gone on into the
coaching field.

Steele Harmon is head coach at Mt. Healthy. Danny
Sullivan is ttﬁe Ludlow High head coach while Steve

Kiefer and Boh Jones, two more Bellevue grads, are his‘

assistants.

Bob Miller, who was graduated from the school, re-
turned to assist Ben Flora, then went on to become head
coach at Newport Public. From there he moved to his
present post as a UC assistant to Chuck Studley.

Art Mergenthal is a grade school principal in Dayton,
Ky., and served as assistant high school coach there this
year. Bob Ravensberg was an assistant coach at Indiana
University for several years before he went into the
lumber husiness.

Jim Dougherty coached at Harrison and at Woodward
for several years before moving to Mansfield the past
season. His brother, Bob, still is playing pro football
with the Oakland Raiders.

Two other Bellevue grads, Roger Otten and Joe Koke,
are in the Public High League in other sports. Otten is
tennis coach at Western Hills and Koke is track and cross
country coach at Walnut Hills.

Ted Engelhardt is a football assistant at Highlands,
Dick Rolfes is a2 grid aide at Covington Holmes and Carlos
Sasse is now Bellevue track coach.

Bob Miller sums up the reasoning behind the tendency
toward coaching when he says, “There has always heen

a fine relationship between the students and athletes |

and the faculty at Bellevue. Fellows like George Wright
and Jack Schaar, Homer Jackson and Ben Flora did a
fine job of coaching and encouraging their athletes and
furnished us a good example.”

o ® o

NEW CAPTAIN of the Eastern Kentucky State Col-

lege swimming team is John Vetter, a McNicholas High

graduate. . . . | John also is president of the senior class

and student life edifor of the 1963 Milestone, Eastern’s
award-winning yearbook.

A former Princeton High- end, Boh Holmeyer, “did
a real fine joh” for the Florida State University freshman
foothall squad, according to Coach Bill Proctor. *“Al-
though Bob is not real big as defensive lineman go, he
is fast and quick and at FSU we emphasize that,” Proctor
added. Not considered “hig,” Hollmeyer stands 6-0 and
weighs 190.

) ° ]

COACH PAUL MISALT had a letter from Dave Kinley
the other day after the football season closed at Hartneil
Junior College in Salinas, Cal. . . . Dave, who starred as a
halfback last year at Purcell, played first-string ball for
Hartnell. . . . He told Paul the main reason he won the
starting berth was “because of my blocking, as I remem-
bered the things you taught me in high school. I sure
impressed the coaches here with what I learned at
Purcell.”

el ° ® 3

Committee in charge of the annual Southwestern Ohio
}li;i School Toothall Coaches’ Assn. clinic has picked
Feb. 2 as the date for the fourth such event. . . . It will
he held again at Princeton High and a number of top-
flight Ohio high coaches have been contacted to appear
as guest lecturers.

o @ [ ]

A FORMER McNicholas high sharpshooter, Mark Teis-
mann, now is a starting member of the baskethall squad
at the University of San Diego. . . . Mark started at Mar-
quette University before transferring from Milwaukee to
a warmer climate.

© (] °
TOM KIEHFUSS, former Purcell tackle and defensive
halfback, was among the players receiving varsify letters
at Ohio State this season. . . . Tom was the first recipient
wof - the “That’es Mv Rov” Award mmads anmnitalley ko 41 s

< | o




Photo Flashback

The gentleman on the left is none other than Newport Superintendent of Schools,
Dan Sullivan, in his pIaying days. Dan is the Region’s top ranked basketball official.
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Rice, Foster head
Hall of Fame hst

BY TOM GROESCHEN

The Cincinnati Enquirer

Homer Rice and Leo Foster

came home Thursday night, and
" along with 13 others, were induct-

~ Sports Hall of Fame in ceremonies .

ed into the Northern Kentucky

- at Northern Kentucky University.

e

Rice is trim, fit, and tanned at
59, and the former Cincinnati Ben-
gals and Highlands High School
football coach said he’s loving ev-
ery minute of his job as athletic

* director at Georgia Tech.

“This (induction) is very spe-
cial,” said Rice, classy as always.
“This is where it all started for

Foster, 35, is the former
- Holmes High School athlete who
went on to play infield for the
Atlanta Braves and New York
‘ Mets. He played parts of five sea-
sons in the big leagues from 1971-
77, and now lives in Springdale and
works at Monsanto Chemical. He
is the last Northern Kentuckian to
make the majors.

“l hardly watch or listen to
baseball games any more,” said
Foster, who still looks like he could

~ play at 5-foot-11 and 180 pounds.

“I played so much ball that I got
burned out on it."”
Foster’s spirits were high

_ Thursday, though, as he recalled

the glory days with fellow induct-
ees. Foster and Rice were en-
shrined Thursday along with Jim
Boothe, Ben Flora, Bob Heim, John
Schaar, Herschel Turner, Harry
Walker, Alex Zechella, Jim Howe,
Dick Maile, Mike Murphy, Walt

. McGraff, Bernie Sadowsky, and
" Joe Brien. Some came from as far

as Florida for the banquet in

: NKU’s Grand Ballroom.

As for Rice, Highlands was the

. springboard to a career that

earned him national acclaim. His
Highlands teams won 50 consecu-

* tive games from 1957-61.

Rice says Georgia Tech is his
last stop. He's been there six years
since leaving the Bengals, with
previous roads having taken him
from high school to college to his
1978-79 stint with the Bengals.

“T used to miss coaching, but
not now,” he said.

Rice was coach of the Bengals in
some of the team’s darkest hours,
and his record in 1% years as head
: coach was 8-19 before being dis-
« missed after the 1979 season.

Homer Rice

. former Highlands coach

“I've never been a person to
look back,” he said amiably. “I'm
still good friends with Paul Brown
and talk to him occasionally. I think
we did some good things with the
Bengals. We had some good drafts,
and a lot of those people wound up
playing on their Super Bowl team.”

Of the Sam Wyche Bengals,
Rice says, “I've got a feeling that
they're going to be moving up the
ladder soon.”

For Leo Foster, a quiet lad from
Covington, the climb to stardom
was meteoric. He was an all-state
basketball and baseball player at
Holmes, and in baseball hit an
astounding .693 as a junior before
“leveling off” to around .500 as a
senior.

Foster was taken in the second
round of the 1969 major league
draft by the Braves, and was the
32nd player taken overall.

Foster was in the “bigs” by the
time he was 20, but never played
regularly while bouncing between
the major and minor leagues. His
major league career average, in
262 at-bats, was .198. He finally
quit in 1980, while property of
Boston’s Pawtucket AAA team.

“I had had enough,” he said.
“Now, I don’t even play ball, not
even softball. I just golf.”

Foster is one of few Northern
Kentuckians who ever reached the
majors.

“I don’t know why that is,” he
said. “You see so many of them
come from across the river (in

Cincinnati). I guess Kentucky is

just a basketball state.”




CHALK-TALK

\
o
By I0HNNY CARRICO

OUNDISH BEN FLORA WON'T LACK

for arguments when he puts his Bellevue
Tigers into a hostile frame of mind for their
meeting with Highlands Friday. The portly
onetime Kentucky Wasleyan athlete can tick
off these reasons for whipping the Bluebirds:

1. Highlands is defending Northern Conference
champion; 2. Bellevue can retain the conference
lead with a victory; 3. Highlands is ranked No. 1
in the state; 4. Highlands socked Bellevue 34-14
last year; 5. The fun of just plain beating ’em. The
latter reason probably will carry the most weight
with the kids.

Highlands is protecting a string of 16 consecu-
tive season victories. The Bluebirds this year have
seared Dayton 39-6, Erlanger 45-0 and Lafayette
56-0. Bellevue has found the going just as easy,
battering Dixie Heights 40-13, Dayton 46-0 and
Erlanger 39-6.

Aside from the main issue, there will be the per-
sonal duel between Highland's Tommy Rohrer and
Ted Finneseth and Bellevue’s Pete Dougherty and
Pat Uebel. Dougherty, a 155-pound senior half-
back, is the conference’s leading scorer: with 45
points. Rohrer, state champion in the century and
the 220, is runner-up with 43. Finneseth, a 175-
pound senior fullback, has 38 and Uebel, a 190-
pounder, owns 24.

A comparison of the rosters shows:

Highlands Bellevue
" ENDS ) ENDS
Name Year WLHtLirs. Hoffman, C. ...Sr. T
Tillman, Fred .Sr. 173 6-3 0 Maines, B(.: _'_.g{'. }465 ;
Morlidge, B. ._Sr. 175 6-0 1 Walberg, .J. _.Sr. 160 1
MeCracken, D. Jr. 169 6-1 0 Robertson, T, _Soph. 130 0
Steele, Raf- —-Jr.  167°3-11 0 Flora, Ben __Fr. 100 0
King, David __.Soph. 145 5-11 0 Chase, Jim ___Fr. 100 o
‘Hussey, Don __Soph. 150 5-10 0 ;
TACKLES S CILIES
Baumer, D. ____Sr. 1826-3 0 }.{:jmgp' J?fn"‘?rl:' %;g f
Austin, Jim ___Sr, 190 6-2 1 wagner. Cliff __gr, 195 0
R L Teniacy g Wwendell, Livesiyr. SIseSE
ade, Fred __.Sr. - e
lschub; Foo.Jr. | 210 6e10 g FLArmon, §W. S 7iGe i1 0
GUARDS GUARDS
Braun, Ted __.Sr. 165 6-0 1 Maggard, R. _.Sr. 153 1
Gregory, B, _..Sr. 175 5-10 1 Rvan, Jack ..Sr. 145 1
Xiel, Bill ______Jr, 165 6-0 0O 1Ot LU L EEEE Jr. 150 0
Trout, Ray ____Jr. 165 5-10 ¢ Maines, I, ____.Jr. 135 L]
‘Edwards, S. -_.Soph. 190 5-4 0 Finck, Don ___Fr. 160 0
Jergens, Carl _.Soph. 175 5-10 0 CENTERS
CENTERS Minnick, W. __Sr. 170 1
Reeves, S. ....Sr. 1635-100 Kiefer, S. ___Jr. 175 1
Evans, John _.Sr. 165 6-0 0 Hall, Jim .. ... Fr. 155 0
Cecil, Dave ._.Jr. 165 6-10 0 Campbell, R, __Fr. 145 0
% QUARTE;‘BACKS QUARTERBACKS
Martin, B. _-..Sr, 169 5-11 1 hnei .Sk,
Herman, Bill _.Jr, 145 5-8 0 gﬁlﬁ‘ﬁ,‘:}.ﬁ"ﬁ’, ___§: }g‘% E
Judy, Ffl':;‘: EJ.;CK‘;H 5-8 0 Torrey, H. --_"Soph. 130 ]
LFB :
Billz, Charley Sr. 1575-8 1 o S
Rohrer, Tom. ..Sr. 15535-9 2 Draukthxmn. v 151 1
Smith) R oomo. k 140 5-3 0 []1734 ertyh L LSK 155 1
Mosley, Ray -.Soph. 160 5-10 0 McGurn, B. --Sr. 145 1
Lehkamp, K. _Jr. 3 5.9 0 eridar? J. 28r; %2’1‘ 1
Sadosky, Bob __Jr. 135 5-10 0 Gg‘;el- by = o
FULLBACKS Russel, J. ...BGr. 135 0
Finneseth, T. __Sr. 175 5-10 2 -
Losey, Jerry _.Jr. 150 5-10 0 ° FULLBACKS
Feanse Bob _ Soph. 137 5-0 0 Tracvy. Guy __.Sr. 190 2

Bellevue Ha,s Much To G;din
From Win Over Highlands

C.T N h

Ed Hanes, one of the most promising young
basketball coaches in the state, is looking for a
connection. He resigned recently at Elazabeth-
town to take a position at Fort Knox. A few weeks
convinced him, however, that coaching is his first
love and -he is anxious to get back.

After apprenticeships to Herschel Roberts at
Fort Knox and to the late Doug Smith at E'town,
Hanes was named head coach of the Panthers last
year. He did a remarkable job in taking them to
the final of the district tournament where they
lost by two points and to the semi-finals of the
regional where again they bowed by two points
to champion Caverna. His baseball team won the
district meet for the first time in the school’s
history. Ed can be contacted at Elizabethtown.

Fort Knox to Play Football Iﬁ, °52

For Knox has decided to branch out into foot-
ball next year, George Bertram, former University
of Louisville player, probably will coach the Eagles.

C-T

Pineville’s “Chuck” Bell is making a tunaway
of the prep scoring race. The Lion halfback tabbed
three touchdowns and an extra point against Wal-
lins to up his total to 67 points.

C-T

Tompkinsville has filled two open dates; Dar-
rell Carter’'s Bears will meet Livingston, Tenn,,
there Friday and will play Celina, Tenn., away
November 9. . . . Danville has taken the October
12th date on Paris’ schedule which was vacated
by Kentucky School for the Deaf. K.S.D. has
abandoned football.

C-T

Commenting on the Lynch-Fleming game,
Clarence Greene of The Harlan Enterprise ob-
served that “Lynch could have beaten anybody
in the Cumberland Valley Conference in the first
half” He believes that Bulldeg tackle Don Allen
merits all-State attention. . ..

Newport’s Les Redmond, another all-State
prospect, averaged 11.8 yards per fry in two games
and completed 17 of 34 passes for 241 yards.

Judge Waddell - George Bg{tr_am



Danny Sullivan (left) and Steve Kiefer (right) listen as Coach Ben Flora of Belle:
vue High gives final instruction for the Tigers’ basketball garffe Tuesday night with th
Holmes Bulldogs at Bellevue. (Times-Star Photo

—




valuable player certificates

School sports dinner m

BY MARTY KEHOE
Kentucky Sports Editor
Dick Thomas carried off
the bulk of honors last night
att the annual Beechwood
High School sports dinner in
the' schoolacs,tﬁbevig'. The 170-

Thomas, left, and Richard Stevenson,
right, last night at the Beechwood High

SER award
thelshooter on the squad.

won by Dick

the school

foothall and basketball
teams. - He was voted the
most valuable player in foot-
ball.

Richard Stevenson, 6-4
senior center, was chosen
most valuable in basketball
and Nelson Auge, 5-9 fresh-
Iman._guard, received an
‘the best fr'ee throw

<

Coach Edgar McNabb pre-
sented awards to 16 gridders
and two student managers.

Receiving letters wetre Roger
[3e el =7

Thomas, Stevenson, Beechwood’s Most Valuable

Ben Flora, second from right, holds most cafeteria. Coach Harold Williams, second
from left, and Coach Edgar McNabhb look
on. Thomas was voted most valuable in

football and Stevenson in basketba.ll.

All-Star Garrison Is Honored |
At Beechwood Sports Dinner

Auge, Bob Carran, Gary Gar-
rison, Richard Gilbert, Jim
Hagen, Lauren Hill, Bill
Kingsbury, Ralph Marquette,
Dick Miner, John Pierce,
Tom Rettig, Richard Steven-
sop, Ted Simpson, Dick
'I‘homas, Jim Wallace and
Walter Weaver. " :

Student managers Hon-
ored  were Stanley Walton
and Ken Kareth.

COACH McNABB also pre-
sented Gary Garrison with

an emblem as a member of
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BELLEVUE COACHES—The football coaching staff at Bellevue High was'in a
happy mood last week, but this picture was taken before the Tigers took: a 58-13
shellacking from the Dixie Heights’ Little Colonels Friday night. Left to right are
Assistant Coach Carl Plantholt, Head Coach Ben Flora and Assistant Coach Dick
Rothfuss. The Tigers meet the Dayton Greendevils Friday night at Davis Field.—
TIMES-STAR Photos by Eddie Babst. - % s :




Wright Quits

Schoo

| Post

‘Hard Decision to Make,” Veteran

Supermtendent

George Wright,

of Bellevue Says

supermtendent of Bellevue schools

since 1955, resigned that post last night at a meeting of
the Bellevue Board of Education.

It had become evident Mr.
Wright had lost some support
on the board when the usual
time for renewal of his one-
year contract had passed
without action. His contract
expires June 30.

Although he possibly
would have been retained if
the question had gone to a
vote, Mr. Wright said: “I do
not feel I could have accom-
plished anything under those
circumstances.

“It was a hard decision to
make,” said the veteran of 35
years in the Bellevue school
system. “I have enjoyed tre-
mendously my years at Belle-
vue and I would hate to leave
my many friends here.

“It is for that reason I in-
tend to live in Bellevue, at

least for the time being,” he
added.

Mz, Wright said he had no
plans at present.

Gus Franklin, chairman of
the Board of Educatlon de-
clined to comment on the
resignation, other than that
it was accepted “with regret.”

Mr. Franklin said - the
board would interview and
screen applicants before ap-
pointing a successor.

A possible successor being
mentioned is Ben Flora, for-
mer principal and coach at
Bellevue High School, who
is known to be seeking a po-
sition in northern Kentucky.
He had been serving as su-
perintendent of schools at
Irvine, Ky.




READY TO GO—A lot of northern Kentucky high school
students and athletes could get the impression that they
are back in school if they visit Coney Island’s Moonlite
Gardens on Saturday nights. Twelve men on the Gar-
dens staff are northern Kentucky coaches and educators.
In the photo, 11 of the 12 line-up in a foothall formation.
On the line, from left to right, are: Roy McKenney, Belle-
vue High basketball coach; Edgar MecNabb, Moonlite Gar-
dens manager and athletic director-football coach ab
Beechwood; Ben Flora, new superintendent of Mt. Sterl-
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ketball.coach at Covington Holmes; Charles True, assist=
ant football and basketball coach at Boone County; Bob

~ Miller, head football coach at Newport, and Joe Koke,

assistant football coach at Hclmes. In the backfield:
Hewlyn Bishop, head football coach at Ludlow; Harold
Williams, head basketball coach at Beechwood; Don
Davis, principal of Bellevue and former Holmes assistant
football coach, and Dick Rothfuss, assistant football and
basketball coach at Holmes. Bill Shannon, head football
coach at Dixie Heights High was absent when the picture
was taken.




Ben V. Flora .
Resigns As- Head
Of Irvine Schools

Ben V. Flora, former superin-
tendent of Mt, Sterling City
Schools, has resigned @as superin-
tendent of the Irvine City Schools,
effective July 1.
Flora said he will return to
Northern Kentucky to a larger
system, but did not elaborate. He
was formerly connected with the
city school at Bellevue as coach
and principal.
Dr. Bill Henry Comley, chair-
man of the Irvine Board of Edu-
cation, said the board met Monday
and accepted “with regret” the
resignations of both Supt. and
Mrs. Flora, the Ilatter having
served as librarian at Irvine High
Schocl.
Dr. Comley added that Supt.
- Flora “has done a great deal for
« the Irvine Independent School
. District” during his tenure there.

He added that Supt. and Mrs.
| Flora have indicated they were
| accepting positions in the Greater
» Cincinnati area, which embraces

Northern Kentucky.
- No action was taken by the
) board on selection of a succes-
(Continuea on page 8}
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) Per Year in EKentu

EW SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT

b
BEN V. FLORA

Ben V. Flora will become the new
uperintendent of Irvine City
chools on July 1 in succession to,
oy C. Richardson, who held the
osition for several years.

Mr. Flora has  carved out for
imself a remarkable career in the
ield of education. He has been su-
erintendent of Mt. Sterling City
ichools for the past two years and
rom ‘1943 to 1957 he was teacher,
oach and principal at Bellevue
yublic schools.

He held several other coaching
ind teaching positions after grad-
1ating with an AB. degree from
Zentucky Wesleyan College in 1932.
Je has taken graduate work at the
Jniversity of entucky and obtained
his M. A. degree in administration
from Xavier University in 1955.

Now 49 years of age, Mr. Flora is
married to the former Irene Rog-
ars, daughter of Mrs. J. Floyd Rog-
ers of this city and the late Mr.
Rogers. They are the parents of
two boys and two daughters. The
oldest boy, Roger, is a graduate of
the Naval Academy at Annapolis,
and is at present a first lieutenant
in the Air Force and is stationed in
Japan for the next two years.

The oldest daughter, Marie, is
married and holds a position with
Proctor and Gambple, Cincinnati,
Ohio. Ben, Jr., is a recent graduate
of Eastern and affer summer em-
ployment in Newport will attend
George Peabody College at Nash~
ville, Tenn., where he will work on
a master’s degree in mathemaftics
4n September. Linda recently grad-
uated from Bellevue High School,
and plans to attend Eastern State
College in the fall.

Mr. Flora is a member of the
LIvlethochst: Church and Mrs. Flora
'JS a member of the Christian
Church. :

Mr. and Mrs. Flora plan to rent
{or buy a house in Irvine or Raven-
'na as soon as possible and settle
- down to living here.

Concerned with progress, Mr.
‘Flora will be appealing to the peo-
¢ ple of Irvine for full cooperation in
improving the Irvine school system
and meeting the needs that will
anse




Ben Flora Leaves
To Take New Job

Ben V. Flora, principal of Belle-
vue High School for the past two
years, and head coach for the 12
preceeding that, has been elected
Superintendent of Schools in Mt.
Sterling, Kentucky.

He will take over his new duties
on July 1, under a two-year con-
tract approved by the Mt. Sterling
Board this week.

Mr. Flora is a graduate of the
Mt. Sterling school system, Ken-
tucky Wesleyan College, did grad-
uate work at the University of
Kentucky, and received his Mas-
ter’s degree from Xavier Univer-
sity in 1955.

He previously taught one year
in Montgomery County, five years
at Mt. Sterling from 1933-1938,
and served as Head Coach at
Raceland, Kentucky for five years,
1938-1943, before taking over at
Bellevue as Coach.

His teams have always been
among the top contenders in all
sports, and his interest in other
phases of the overall educational
program has resulted in wide-
spread recognition of his ability
as a leader in school activities.



Ben V. Flora Resigns
As Irvine School Head

IRVINE, Ky., April 9 (Special)
(P—Supt. Ben V. Flora said today
he has resigned as Irvine city
school superlntendent effective
July 1.

Flora said he will return to
Northern Kentucky to a bigger
system, but he did not elaborate.
He formerly was connected with

schools at Bellevue and Mt..

Sterling.
Dr. Bill Henry Comley, chair-

man of the Irvine Board of Edu-|
cation, said the board met to-

night and accepted “‘with regret’”
the resignations of both Supt. angi
Mrs. Flora, the Ilatter having
served as librarian at Irvine High
School.

Dr. Comley added that Supt
Flora “has done a great deal for'
the Irvine Independent School
District” during his tenuer here.

He added that Supt. and Mrs.
Flora both indicated they were
accepting positions in the Greater
Cincinnati area, which embraces
Northern Kentucky.

No action was taken by the
board tonight on selection of a
successor for either Supt. or Mrs.
Flora.

Flora is a native of Owings-
ville and a graduate of Mt. Ster-
ling High School and Xentucky
Wesleyan' College and received
his master’s degree at Xavier
University, Cincinnati.

After graduatlon from Wesleyan
he taught in the Montgomery

s Ll S Ty p W (5 0 TR iy R N S = e L
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Ben' V. Flora

ant basketball and football coach
at Mt. Sterling High for five
years. In 1938 he became coach
at Raceland High, and in 1943
head football coach at Bellevue
High.- He became superintendent
of the Mt. Sterling schools in 1957
and left there by resignation in
1959 for the Irvine post.
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Irvine Educators

Are Honored

IRVINE, Ky, — A reception
honoring  School Superintendent
and Mrs. Ben V. Flora was held
at the Irvine Grade School’s new
dining hall. 3

The Floras will leave Irvine at
| the end of the present school year
to take positions in Northern Ken-
tucky. - APl © W

Warren Southworth, '-'gﬁief in-
spector of the state Division of
Fire Preventions was speaker at ﬁ
the grade sehpool meeting.

News Notes {

The Estill County 4-H Style
Revue was held at the Estill
County School Friday night. Mrs.
Paul - Clayborne was narrator.
Mrs. Janice Collins, home agent,
Jackson, was judge.

Students of Mrs. Tthel Stowas-
ser Layne of Ravenna will be pre-
sented in ensemble recital at 7:30

.m. Monday at the Ravenna
<e | Methodist Church.
he| Mrs. C. H. Hood of Ravenna
n-|has returned to her home after
7in | spending four months in North
Orlando, Fla. m
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by MARTY KEHOE

R. L. Barnard, Mayor of Mt.
Sterling, has issued an official
proclamation designating Thurs-
day, November 15, as “Ben Flora
Qay” " <HOWOT O _the Beievue
High School football coach. The
Tigers meet Prestonsburg in the
Recreation Bowl on that date.

The proclamation follows: F

R. L. Barnard, Mayor, in behalf
of the City of Mt. Sterling, Kr
hereby proclaim Thursday, No
vember 15, 1951, as Ben (Pee
Wee) Flora Day. The desighation
ot~ thiy day 15 for the purpose of
paying tribute and honor to one
of our most outstandi i
lustrious Hofie town boys. He s
achieved unprecedented SUCCESS
in his chosen field as a high
school football coach and builde:
of youthful character, The
‘citizens of Mt. Sterling are prouc
to welcome him home as he bring:
his great Bellevue High Schoe
foothall team to participate in the
annual Recreation Bowl game anc
‘lwish him every success in tha
game and in his futuve under:
}takings.”
' Ben is a former resident of Mt
'Sterling. He played athletics i
‘the Mt. Sterling grade schools anc
graduated from the Mt. Sterling
High School and Kentucky Wes
leyan.
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BEN FLORA, former Bellevue coach and principal, has

a pretty He caught the alley with its records
down, an way from. Mf. Sterli e,
‘superinte: :

¥ot Ben o

* “T think T notice a small error in your report. I em
Bellevue made two trips to the state tournament. We were
fortunate enough to go in 1949 with Bill (Bones) Faber,
Joe Koke, Willard Hundermer, Roger Otten and Dick Jones
and a few other good players.

_ “T think your records will also show that George or Ted
Wright took a team to the state quite a few years earlier.”

He’s right, Bellevue did got to the state earlier, in
1938 to be exact, and they lost to Sharpe, 42-39, in the
quarterfinals,

Ted Wright, brother of George Wright, superintendent
of Bellevue schools was the coach. Some of the starters
included Dick (Red) Musie, Charles Ruth, Jack Cowens,
Bob Himmler, Dick Schulte and Jack Dumford. Dum-
ford, the captain, made the all-tournament team. ‘

We got thrown in our records because a quick glance

showed that a Highland team also played in the 1938 tour-!
ney, but it must have been a different Highland, %




Mt. Sterling
Honors Flora

Next Thursday, date of the
ourth annual Recreation Bow!
1igh school football game between
3ellevue and Prestonburg at Mt
sterling, has been proclaimed Ber
Plora Day at Mt., Sterling. The
proclamation was signed by Mayo!
R. L., Barnard of Mt. Sterting. .

The pmplamaticn Teads:

“1, R. L, Barnard, mayor, in be-
half of the city of Mt., Sterling

hereby proclaim
Thursday, Nov.
15, as Ben (Pee
Wee) ora

DAY. The Gesig=
nation of this
day as Ben
Flora Day is for
the purpose of
paying ftribute
and honor fto
one of our most
outstanding and
llustrious
nometown boys.
*He has
achieved  un-
precedented
success in his chosen field as a hig
school football coach and builde
of youthful character. The citizer
of Mt. Sterling are proud fo we
come him home as he brings h
great Bellevue High School foo
ball team to participate in th
annual Recreation Bowl gam
and wish him every success in th:
|game and in his future unde
\takings.”
Flora’s Bellevue team is ur
|defeated” in nine regular - seas
lgames and is the 1951 Northe:
Kentucky Athletic Conferen
‘champion.

Ben Flora

et




The Gripes of McGrath
Local Quintets Falter;

Flora Studies Fla. Fauna

By Charles F. McGrath
Sports Editor’ %

NORTHERN KENTUCKY %nfeﬁ sslowly but surely are
dropping in the Litkenhous Retings published each week by the
Louisville Courier-Journel.

Newport Public which ranged up near the leaders for several
weeks, had skidded to 11th place with a rating of 74.9. Dayton’s
Geendevils are 24th with 69.2 and the holmes Bulldogs are next
in line with 68.3 and a place outside the first 25. 3

Ashland’s Tomecats, who play Newport Public here Friday
night, are tied for first place with Louisville Male. Each has 82.5,

q #

ASHLAND, INCIDENTALLY, was scouted by Newport Coach
Stan Arnzen in its game last Saturday with Lexington Lafayette
in the U. K. Memorial Coliseum at Lexington. Ashland won.

Also in the stands was Ben Flora, Bellevue coach. Both came
hack singing the praises of the Tomcats: The upriver team, by
far the hest to represent that section in years, has height to burn.
Here's how its starting five reach into the stratosphere:

Marshall, a forward, is 6-6; Woods, his running mate, is 6-2;
Emmerick, the center, is 6-5 Adkins, one guard, is.ﬁ-é, and
Jennings, the other guard, is 5-9. He makes up for his lack of
height by having speed to burn and is a clever ball handler,

DESPITE HIS REMARKS to the contrary after turm'n_g down
the Arkansas job, Paul (Bear) Bryant still is not a cinch to
remain as head football coach at Kentucky. The rumor factory
was running at full blast last week when most of the countrys
grid mentors congregated in Washington to honor Clarence
“Biggie” Munn as Scripps-Howard's “Coach of the Year.”

I was told that Bryvant's assistants at Kentucky were sitling
on the anxions seat and looking around for jobs while in the
nation’s capital. Bryant was not there. If was said he was in
Texas where. rumors had i, he vlans to go info business.

Since that Washington affair, the word has leaked out that
Paul Dietzel, Bryant’s line coach ‘at Kentucky, is-the No. 1
man to take over as line coach at Army. Dietzel, a frequent
visitor to northern Kentucky during the pasf football season
(he also attended Bellevue's grid banquet several weeks ago),
spent much time talking to Earl Blaik, Army's head coach, while
in Washington, I don't imagine they were discussing politics.

; ke & ES

OTHER COACHING CHANGES may be forthcoming, especi-
ally in the northern Kentucky area. For example, thet_pgss;ilbility
is not too remotfe that Ben Flora, fixture that he is at Bellevue,
wen't stay there forever.” '

Rotund Ben flew.to Miami during the holidays for his first
winfer vacation m 15 years—and didn't spend all his time
inhaling the Gulfstream breezes and picking petunias.

Among the atiractions viewed by Rotund Ben were the races
at Tropieal Park and the 'Gator Bowl game between Florida and
Tulsa at Gainesville. He also inspected a couple of new schools in
Miami_and_Orlando, but only to study fhe arciitecture—-=ays he.

S ® AT e e 0 T

LITTLE  RIO GRANDE - COLLEGE'S phenomenal —Bevo
Francis, who scored 116 points in ONE game the other night and
who threatens to make them rewrite the basketball record bdoks,
is coached by Newt Oliver who, in turn, was coached by Bob
Stoneburner, Newport's deposed football mentor,

Oliver, himself, was no slouch<in his playing days at Rio
Grande, Stoneburner tells me. :

“P'll never forget the game wa played with Wilberforce hack
around 1947-48," he recalls. “We Wwon, 116-114, in three overtime
periods. The record still stands for points scored by two teams
in a single game.” g v T

: While playing under Stoneburner at Rio Grande, Oliver made

' the Little' All-America, averaged 27 points a game his best
season, and still holds the national free throw record.

Just thought you'd like to know., As for me, I never knew
Stoneburner was a basketball man. In fact, I didn’t know he
was a basketball official. But he is.

‘“The only trouble,” he says, “is that I have to go 500 miles
to get a game.” ;

STONEBURNER WORKED one game this season in which
Big Bevo performed. It was in December and was between Rio
Grande and the University of Dayton Frosh, at Dayton.

“They had a 6-11 boy guarding’'Bevo, but he went wild just
the same,” Bob says. “Rio Grande won by a score of 93-75 or
something like that.”

“After the game, Tom Blackburn, head coach at Dayton, said
his freshmen team was better than the Dayton club he took to
the NCAA tournament, so Rio Grande must be pretty good.”

4 i #

COMPLIMENTS ARE FEW and far between in this business
but I received one the other day, although the sender didn’t
mean it to be.

It came in the form of a letter from “A Kenton County Fan,”
who, for some reason, chose to hide under the cloak of anonymity.

He started out to take my hide off real good, then gradually
mellowed as his ire wore off., By the time he had finished, he
(or she) found himsclf (or herseif) agreeing with some of the
things I had written, especially those concerning the Covington
Ball Park.

What seemed to have burned the writer of the letter more
than anything else were the predictions for 1953 which appeared
in this space a week ago.

; ﬂ;l‘hf compliment came when he said my predictions were
‘silly.

> I'm glad that's the way they struck him. I meant them

to be and apparenily succeeded.

(Note: Had he (or she) signed the letter, I would have used
it in full) ¥,




MT. STERLING SCHOO
NEW SUPEBRINTENDENT

Ben V. Flord, forme:r resident
of this city, is' the new saperin-
tendent of Mt. Sterling City
Schools. Now principal of Belle-
vue High School, Flora will as-
sume his new duties here in July. |
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Sports Keyhole

Marty Kehoe

BEN FLORA, who coached at Bellevue High School
for years, will be the guest of his former players at a
party October 21 in Henry Barnes Lodge Hall, Dayton.
He now is superintendent of schools in Irvine, Ky. The
party will follow the Bellevue-Ludlow High School foot-
ball game. Former Belle-
vue athletes and friends of
the school are invited. For
reservations contact Don
Dixius, Steve Kiefer or
Jerry Wendell, :

BEN FLORA
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School Head\
Resigning
At Irvine

Courier-Journal Bluegrass Bureau

Irvine, Ky., April 9.—Irvine
City School Superintendent
Ben V. Flora and his wife,
{the Irvine High School Li-
brarian, have resigned effec-
tive July 1.

They are returning to the
nothern Kentucky area “to a
hetter job in a bigger| system,”
Flora said Monday. He was
at Bellevue 15 years and Mount
Sterling two years before com-
ing to Irvine three years ago.

Flora declined to say where
his new job will be. But he
said it 1s “a much better
opportunity,” although not a
superintendent’s post. At Irvine
he headed a system with 650
students in a combined ele-
mentary and high schooli

No Successor Named

The City School Board ac-
cepfed his resignation Monday
night, but named no suecces-
sor. “We have no one in mind
just now,” The board chair-
man, Dr. B. H. Comley, said.

Dr. Comley confirmed the
resignations before Flora
would verify reports he had
resigned in a letter delivered
last Friday. The chairman said
he has not had a chance to
discuss the matter with the
board.




L£nroughn tne

- SPORTS KE

by M

en Flora, Bellevue High
School coach, attende e Army-
Navy football game Saturday at
Philadelphia and found himself
in the wunusual predicament of
rooting for both tgaxﬁls. Ben's
son, Roger, former Bellevue grid
star, is a member of the Midship-~
men team, and Pat Uebel, one of
his prize students, is a regular
on the Army team. The splendid
performance of . Uebel brought
smiles to Coach Flora, who was
instrumental in developing him
into the fine player he is today.




~ Ben Flora Lauded
AETesEimﬂnial Fete

“If T can receive the co-operation from the people
In Mt. Sterling as I have received the co-operation of
the citizens and schoolmen in Bellevue, I'm sure that
I can make a success of my new jobh.” :
These were the words msed|—
by Ben Flora, Bellevue High
School principal, to thank his
friends and followers at a tes-
timonial dinner Monday night

at the Avenue. Nite Club in
; Bellevue.

and pencil set was made by Joe
Kohler, a teacher and coach at
Bellevue. Kohler was the ban-
quet chairman.
Introduced from the floor
was Don Davis, who will re-
Ben, who's been a northern " place Flgra a8 pricipal . of
Kentucky' coach and teacher | of Bellevue High School. :
for 14 years, leaves Monday. g Short talllts ?1§° Sere g‘\'\*e;i
to take over the Jjob of super- | by C. S. Dale, pLGRRUDE I,
intendent of city schools in f tendent of schools in Bellevue,
Mt. Sterling, Ky, He is a | ahd Edgar McNabb, represent-
ativ Mt. Sterling. ing the Northern - Kentucky
e g Sterli, Coaches Association and the
Principal speaker at the din- | Buffalo Club.

YT R A R RID AL T Ada s i M o e
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TESTIMONIAL—Mayor Rovert Hummel, of Bellevue, fourth from the
left, was the principal speaker at the testimonial dinner for Ben Flora,
departing Belleyue High School principal. Others in the photograph,
from left to right, are Jge Kohler, banquet chairman; Bob Miller,
toastmaster B ora, Mayor Hummel P i D mon Bellevue Ro- '

;%



TIGHT FOR TINY—The largest size had to stretch quite a distance for Bain (Tiny) Jones
as the Mt. Sterling High school coach was fitted for the special T-shirt to be worn in town
by members of the all-star squads due to perform in football and basketball games here
Saturday night. Tugging at the seams are Jack Hall ileft) of Fleming-Neon High and
Marion Prather of Somerset High, who will play with the West grid team of which Jones

is assistant coach.

Fast Cagers Present

On]y brigi_nal Cast

As Stars Drill For Saturday Night Frays

By JERRY FINCH

n' theé ball—that's the way we
ge Letcher Norton when roll

t the East team of basketballers

resent the only original cast in

I-star frays here Saturday night.

Balloting began some four ‘months ago among
members of the Kentucky High School Coaches'
Association to determine the 80 boys to make up
four squads for the East-West basketball and foot-
ball games, and, naturally, quite a few of those
elected found that they would be unable to be pres-
ent, Enlistments in the service and at least one
injury were among reasons for non-appearances.

Replacements were in order for five members
of Coach Ben Flora's East football squad, three
of Rice Mountjoy’s West grid forces and one of
Jack Story's West basketball crew, but Norton’s
dribblers were all able to report.

Talents of replacements weren't to be belittled
a bit since the boys obliging were some of the
brightest athletes.of the past season and voting Wwals

ry close in the areas, a few spots even requiring a

“_off to settle a tie.

\f‘f‘he squads were made up of boys who were
seniors of the last high school year, with 12 on each
rage outfit and 28 on each football roster. The first
sight regions delivered boys to the West basketball
;quad, and players from the Ninth through 16th
regions went to the East. In football, those south
f U. S. Highway No. 27 went to the West team and
hose north of the route to the East.

Two players are yet to be picked for the East
‘ootball team to replace Jerry Clark of Ashland,
who suffered a broken leg last week, and Harold
Williams of Fleming-Neon, who has entered the
Navy. Back Jim Daly of Winchester took over for
irnie Cottle of Paintsville, also in the Navy; Back
im Schneider of Bellevue replaced Pat Uebell of the
ame school, who is in the U. S. Molitary Academy,
nd Back Guy Tracy of Bellevue came in for former
sammate Jerry Walberg.

On the West football squad, Guard-John Fox of
Tarion jumped inte the breach left by Albert Brown
£ T.lovd: Cuard. > Owens of Owensboro repnlaced

“Yep, we're
operate,” joshe
call established
he coaches would

Charles Quartermouse of Sturgis and End Charles
Wilson of Flaget replaced Joe Childress of Coving-
ton Holmes, the latter now in the Army.

Practice sessions got under way today following
feeding and physical exams, but skull and sinew
maneuvering has been in progress for several weeks
since boys were to report “in shape and with for-
mations and plays memorized.”

Two drills a day are on the schedule, the work-
outs slated for 9-11 a.m. and 3-5 p.m. on University
of Kentucky campus lots and Memorial Coliseum.

The cagers will have to clear out of the
coliseum by Wednesday and move into other local
gyms since the U, K. coaching clinic opens in the
big arena that day to run through Saturday.

The basketball squads are quartered in the
coliseum and the gridders reside in the U. K. foot-
ball houses on Washington street, with the food bag
being tied -three ;timé%{.dai]y at University High
school “cafetenia. g~ =k ¢ \ 3 ~RE

A hand went high when players checked in
Sunday, and the question submitted received a few
dubious snickers but mostly rapt attention:

“Coach, what time is it?"”

The reply from Butch Charmoli of Manual, presi-
dent of the KHSCA, stressed strongly that the fol-
lowing sign would hang on any clock having to do
with the all-star games: X

CENTRAL STANDARD TIME

The banner has been posted previously in these
columns, but repitition still finds U. K. on standard
time. Too, it was figured host Lexingtonians could
change their watches easier than fans coming here
from all over the state. -

The basketball game at the coliseum will begin
at 7 pom. CST (8 p.m.,, Lexington time) and the
football game at Stoll Field will start at 8:30,
CST (9:30, Lexington time). 1

Tickets for the games are on sale at the coli-
seum, the prices being $1.50 (reserved seat) a};a“ ot
(general admission) for the basketball t\ut,—/g‘»,-
for the football fracas. ;



KENTUCKY

TOURNEY COACHES— Congratu-"

lations are being extended by the eight
rival coaches in the Ninth Region High
School Basketball Tournament, which
opens Monday night at Florence. TLeft
to right are Don Wilmhoff of Erlanger
St. Henry, Bill Shannon of Dixie

" Heights, Stan Arnzen of Newport Pub-

lic, Tom Ellis of Holmes, Norman Irvin
of Campbell County, Rice Mountjoy of

Boone County, We
and Jim Connor of Newport Catholic.

—KENTUCKY TIMES-STAR Photo.




AR STEERERS—These coaches are directing practice sessions of all-star basketball and
football squads which will play in East-West games here Saturday night. The skippers
in the back row (from left) are T. L. Plain, Breckinridge County High, Joe Brown,
Owensboro; Preston (Ty) Holland, Murray; Rice Mountjoy, Dixie Heights, and Bain
(Tiny) Jones, Mt. Sterling. In the front row are Ben Flora, Bellevye; Letcher Norton,
Clark County; Jack Story, Cuba, and Pearl Combs, Hindman. Flora and Mountjoy are
head football coaches and Norton and Story basketball chiefs, with the other tutors
_serving as assistants.




GR-‘R«fQ'—.-OppOSing‘ coaches indulge in mock
hostilities. They are (clockwise) Ben Flora of Bellevue,
Mike Basrak of Manual and Bain “Tiny” Jones o . Ster-
~ ling, all of East; “Ty” Holland of Murray, Joe Brown of
- Owensboro an Rice Mountjoy of Dixie Heights, all of_Wé:g

ol
s

o




Barbara Knarr, Jackie Ott

FRONT:

HEER-LEADERS

BELLEVUE (

Karen Honebrink. Judy Hoop, Marilyn Otten.

Menu

SLAW AND SALAD BOWL

RELISH TRAY

ROAST BEEF

PARSLEY POTATOES

STRING BEANS

CORN O'BRIEN

ROLLS AND BUTTER

FRENCH PASTRIES

COFFEE

AND MILK

Program

INVOCATION .......cocouneitn. D Joe Jennings
DINNER

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION
OF TOASTMASTER .......ociimuensmsn George Knarr
President. Bellevue Hi Boosters Club

TOASTMASTER ......................... Willard Hundermer
PRESENTATION OF GUESTS, BOARD MEMBERS

AND SCHOOL OFFICIALS ................ Toastmaster
PRESENTATION OF SPEAKER ...........Toastmaster
AMPRESS) o el i i it Ben Flora

Superintendent of Irvine Schools

PRESENTATION OF LETTERS
AND TACKEEBS. o i Jim Jenkins
Head Football Coach, Bellevue. High

BENEDICTION' oo

s J o8 Jennings

Ben Frora

Back Row:




' . BELLEVUE HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL SQUAD --- 1960

First Row, left to right: Coach Jenkins, Wray, Storch, D. Overman, Turner, J. Overman, J. Chase, Willaman, Bradford, Coach Garrison.
Seconp Row, left to right: Wauilleumier, Morton, Ward, Jones, Henschen, R. Demler, Rachford, Alexander, Coach Sasse.

Tamp Row, left to right: Spivey, Barrett, Auteri, Mattox, Pitzer, Wormald, Meyers, Cavana.

FourtH Row, left to right: Ferguson, Flaherty, J. Demler, Bryant, D. Chase, Smith.

BELLEVUE HI
BOOSTERS

BANQUET

)

%

Monday Evening,
November 14, 1960




editorial

e e e————

Northern Kentucky loses a giant

Seldom is there a person who

“ could be called a giant in his field.

Ben Flora was an exception.

Mr. Flora, a Bellevue reS|dent
who passed away last week at the age
of 73, was a true giant in northern
Kentucky high school educatlon and
sports.

For 28 years, Mr. Flora shared
his love for education and sports with
thousands of students at Bellevue

High School. He taught social studies

at Bellevue, was principal for several
years and spent 11 years as the dis-
trict’s school superintendent until his
retirement in 1973.

But Mr. Flora is perhaps best

remembered for his role as the
football and basketball coach for
the Tigers during an era when the
school competed for supremency in
northern Kentucky athletics. Belle-
vue’'s gymnasium now bears his name
as a fitting tribute to his devotion to
the young people whose lives he
helped shape.

Even after his retirement, Mr.
Flora was a familiar figure at Belle-
vue football and basketball games.
His love for high school athletics was
topped only by his love for the
athletes and students he coached.

Students at Bellevue were famil-
iar with Mr. Flora due to the legacy

~___in high school sports, education

he left behind, but students in other
areas of Campbell County and North-
ern Kentucky perhaps were not aware
that they too have been  affected by
his accomplishments.

While a coach and educator, Mr.
Flora helped shape the future course
of northern Kentucky’s high school
athletics. He is remembered by
friends as a lover of children and
sports, who fought for both girls and
boys to have the opp‘ortunity to

~complete in athletics.

Mr. Flora touched a great num-
ber of lives in one way or another
during his career as an educator and
coach will long be remembered by
former students and fellow educators.

Mr. Flora leaves his wife Irene
behind, as well as four children, two
of whom have followed their father
into the education field. His effect on
all the young people he taught and
coached has been far reaching, and
will no doubt continue for many years
to come.

A Recorder reporter - overheard
two acquaintances of Mr. Flora’s
speaking at a basketabll game last
week. ‘““We lost a real friend this
week,’’ said one. ‘‘Everybody lost a
real friend this week,’”’ returned the
other. i

Indeed we did.




A Tribute
ToA:
Great Man

X

People can and do make a
difference. The recent loss of a

man in the city of Bellevue

bears out this fact. The man

was Ben Flora. Ben was an

exceptional person in many .
ways, as an educator, a coach,

and a man. ;

In September of 1943, he
began his coaching of football
and basketball at Bellevue
High School. His academic
teaching included Social
Studies. Sinceé Mr. Flora was
so well known for his
outstanding work in coaching,
we must not overlook his
ihe'“aristpﬂ;‘bjnz ability in

: o) g e
teaching -of history-
students have expresseq t}_lell
help they received from l-nm in

is field. \ :
t.hl]is‘rom'19_48-4'9 the Bellevue
Basketball Team became tbe
oth Region Champs under
Mr. Flora. In 1951, the
Bellevue Football Team
brought home the Stit_e
Championship upder 18
wgic«:llgce'g;:ved as Principél of
Bellevue High School for two
years from 1951?-57’.1T111efrt1 thﬁ:g

d his family 1€

g to Mt. Sterlip_g, Ky.

years as ﬂé 5
rintendent.

suge;e of Mr. Flora’s dreams

was the realization of the

Grandview Elementary .

ool, of which “he was
fgglly proud. Bellevue s
gymnasium T1OW foears his
name as a special tribute to the
love he bore for young pe_op}e.

Ren spent 25 years of his life

in Bellevue, coaching football

for 13 years and basketball for -

12 years. He re 1973,

but still remained active in

Civie affairs and school

events. He was an active

member in the Bellevue

Rotary Club and thé Ca v‘% >
oo

o

ethodist Church of Belle
Mﬁth Qh?:ﬁqﬂ the lives

exerted his mastery: 1 bue g

dau
two sons, Ben, an educator at

_ Ben Flora and his winning team.

of ma.hy thousands of"young
peoplg,,' not only in Bellevue,
but throughout Northern

- Kentuc Yy and the state of .

Kentucky. Ben also endeared

- himself to his collegues.

Es

 He leaves his wife and

end, Irene, and his two
hters, Linda and Marie,

Morehead University, More-
head, Ky.; Roger, Arizona,
retired from the U.S. Navy,
and 12 grandchildren, '

A great man has passed, but
many will be influenced by his
message of strength, courage,

- and the will to succeed.

oS
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Obit:

Ben V. Flora, Sr.

Ben V. Flora, Sr., 73, of Bellevue, former superintendent of Mt}
Sterling City schools, died Monday at St. Luke Hospital in Fort
Thomas following an illaness of several months.

Mr. Flora was superintendent of city schools here from 1957 to
1959. He also served as school superintendent in Estill County and
was superintendent at Bellevue when he retired several years ago.

A graduate of the Mt. Sterling High School and Kentucky
Wesleyan College, ‘Pee Wee” coached football for a number-of
years. He was line coach here under the late Bain “Tiny” Jones,
coached at Russell and had several good teams at Bellevue, bring-
ing two of them to the Recreation Bowl. He was a son of the late
Perry and Rada Flora of Mt. Sterling.

Surviving are his wife, Mrs. Irene Flora; two sons, Roger
Flora, Tuscon, Ariz., and Ben Flora, Jr., Morehead; two
daughters, Mrs. Marie Babin and Mrs. Linda Salazar, both of
Bellevue; 12 grandchildren and one great-grandchild.

Services were conducted Wednesday afternoon at the Dobbling
Funeral Home with burial in Evergreen Cemetery in South Gate.




Ben J. Florq,

73, former

Bellevue superintendent

Ben J. Flora passed a love for
education on to many children,
including his own.

The retired superintendent
of the Bellevue school district,
who died Monday at St. Luke
Hospital, coached and coaxed
his students to reach for more
knowledge. As a former social
studies teacher and the high
school’s football and basketball

- coach, he was ideally suited for -

the role.

Flcra, of 910 Clayton Court,
Bellevue, was 73 years old.

He retired in 1973 after 11
years as school superintendent
and about 28 years in the Belle-
vue school system, said his
widow, Irene Rogers Flora. He
was also principal of the high
school and a superintendent for
the Mt. Sterling and Irvine
school systems, she said.

Mrs. Flora said retirement
didn’t stop her husband from
going to football and basketball
games “every time he had a
chance.”

“He liked the job (of superin-
tendent) except for the fact that
he didn’t have as. much contact
with the students,” she said. “He

had a real love for young people,
and his students have always
kept in touch. They’ve been call-
ing all day.”

Two of the Floras’ four chil-
dren are also educators. One son
is a professor of mathematics at
Morehead State University, and
a daughter has been a teacher in
the Dayton and Bellevue school
systems.

A native of Mt. Sterling,
Flora attended the University of
Kentucky, Xavier University
and Kentucky Weslean College.
He was a member of the Ken-
tucky Education Association,
the National Education Associa-
tion, Bellevue Rotary Club, and
Calvary Methodist Church in
Bellevue. 3

Besides his widow, survivors
include two sons, Roger T., of
Tucson, Ariz., and Ben Flora Jr.,
of Morehead; two daughters,
Marie Babin and Linda Salazar,
both of Bellevue, 12 grandchil-
dren and a great-grandchild.

Services 1 p.m. Wednesday,
Dobbling Funeral Home, Belle-
vue; visitation, 5-9 p.m. today;
burial, Evergreen Cemetery,
Southgate.

-



in Memoriam

BEN FLORA
BELLEVUE, KENTUCKY

The Kentucky High School Coaches Association has been
saddened by the passing away of Ben ‘“Pee Wee" Flora, out-
standing Coach and Educator, who was also one of the Founding
Fathers of our coaches association. :

Ben, along with Edgar McNabb, Joe Ohr, Rice Montjoy,
Ralph Mills, Butch Charmoli, Bob Miller, Puss Greenwell and a
few other prominent coaches met in a room at the Kentucky
Hotel in Louisville in the early 50’s and organized our present
association and made plans for our first East-West All-Star
games, Ben was also selected to coach that first East football
team. :

Ben Flora was a native of Mt. Sterling, Ky. He played
football and basketball at Mt. Sterling High School and Ken-
tucky Weselyn College. He later received advanced degrees at
the University of Kentucky and Xavier University of Cincinnati,
Ohio.

In 1932 he started his coaching and teaching career, which
lasted for 41 years, at Camargo Schools in Montgomery County.
He then returned to the Mt. Sterling City Schools as an assistant
to the legendary Bain *“Tiny”’ Jones, for five years. From there
he moved to Raceland High School, in Raceland, Kentucky, as
their head coach. At the same time he also served as President
of the Eastern Kentucky Conference which represented teams
from Boyd, Greenup, and Carter Counties.

In 1943 he moved to Bellevue, Ky. His 1951 football team at
Bellevue was the most outstanding and best remembered. They
were undefeated in 12 games and won both the Recreation and
Shrine Bowls that year and were declared Mythical State
Champions. =

In 1955 he became the principal at Bellevue High School; in
1957 he returned to Mt. Sterling to serve as their superintendent.
In 1959 he moved to Irvine, Ky., to serve as their superintendent
" for the next 3 years. He then returned to Bellevue as Superin-
tendent and remained in that capacity for eleven years until his
retirement:

Ben Flora’s outstanding leadership in both academics and
athletics had earned him the highest respect from parents, his
students, his athletes, and his colleagues state wide.

As a special tribute to the 25 years that Ben and his family
spent in Bellevue, the eitizens of Bellevue proudly named their
new high school physical education and gym building the ‘“Ben
V. Flora Fieldhouse.”

Although Ben retired from active school duties in 1973, he
and his wife could always be found attending basketball or
football games somewhere. ”

He leaves his wife and friend Irene, his daughters, Linda
and Maria, two sons, Ben Jr., an educator at Morehead
University, and Roger who is now retired from the U.S. Navy.

A great coach, educator, and man has passed; but many
will be influenced by his enthusiasm, his message of courage,
strength and the will to succeed.

The Kentucky High School Coaches Association is ex-
tremely proud that Ben Flora was one of our colleagues and we
thank him for the influence and guidance that he had in our
{ organization.

A TIP OF THE HAT -
TS THE KHSA A
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Obitu

Ben V. Flora, Sr.

Ben V. Flora, Sr., 73, of Bellevue, former superintendent of Mt
Sterling City schools, died Monday at St. Luke Hospital in Fort
Thomas following an illness of several months.

Mr. Flora was superintendent of city schools here from 1957 to
1959. He also served as school superintendent in Estill County and
was superintendent at Bellevue when he retired several years ago.

A graduate of the Mt. Sterling High School and Kentucky
Wesleyan College, ‘Pee Wee" coached football for a number-of
years. He was line coach here under the late Bain “Tiny"" Jones,
coached at Russell and had several good teams at Bellevue, bring-
ing two of them to the Recreation Bowl. He was a son of the late
Perry and Rada Flora of Mt. Sterling.

Surviving are his wife, Mrs. Irene Flora; two sons, Roger
Flora, Tuscon, Ariz., and Ben Flora, Jr., Morehead; two
daughters, Mrs. Marie Babin and Mrs. Linda Salazar, both of
Bellevue; 12 grandchildren and one great-grandchild.

Services were conducted Wednesday afternoon at the Dobbling
Funeral Home with burial in Evergreen Cemetery in South Gate.

e g D:blesdnn

Ben Flora
. .. after 11 years.

Flora
retiring
in June

BY CAROL STEWART
Kentucky Post Staff Writer

Betj Flora, Bellevue school
superintendent for 12 years is
retiring.

The announcement came at
Wednesday night's school
board meeting. His contract
expires June 30.

Wi]lig.m Armstrong, Belle-
vue High School principal,
will succeed Flora.

FLORA SAID he would
like to continue as consultant
to the school. He also will
investigate possible part-time
work in other fields.

“I don’t intend to just sit
down and blow away,” he
laughed.

Flora came to Bellevue in
1943 after working as a teach-
er in Montgomery County, O.

FOR 12 YEARS he was a
teacher and football, basket-
ball, baseball and track |
coach.

From 1955 to 1957 he served
as high school principal.

Then he returned to his
hometown of Mt. Sterling to
serve as superintendent be-
fore coming back to Bellevue
in 1962 to replace Supt.
George Wright, who resigned.

IN THE POST he has
supervised construction of the
new gymnasium, Grandview
Elementary School and home
economics, science, and li-
brary wings of the high
school.

Flora and his wife Irene live
at 910 Clayton court, Belle-
vue.




‘Deaths

Ben V. Flora, 73, 910 Clay-
‘ ton Ct., Bellevue, died Monday at
. St. Luke Hospltal Fort Thomas.
. He retired in 1973 after 10 years as
'superlntendent of the Bellevue'
: Independent School System and
' 42 years in education.
In his earlier years he made a
+ mark as a coach before entering
: administrative work in 1957. He
taught and coached in Mont-

: gomery County, Mount Sterling
. city schools and Raceland before
» coming to Bellevue in 1943.

There, he became known as

. the top coach in basketball and
' football, making the Tigers a
.power in both. His 1951 state
* champion football team had a
, record of 12-0. The 1949 Tiger bas-

" ketball team went to the state
« tournament.
Y After a stint as superintend-

« ent of Mount Sterling and Irvine
% city schools, he returned to Belle-
¢ vue in 1963.

; He was a member of the Cal-
» vary Methodist Church, Bellevue,
! and the Bellevue Rotary Club.

, Surviving are his wife, Irene
! Rogers Flora; daughters, Marie
» Babin and Linda Salazar, both of
© Bellevue; sons, Roger, Tucson,
« Ariz., and Ben Jr., Morehead, 12
d . » grandchildren and one great-

¢ grandchild. Services, 1 p.m.
, Wednesday at Dobbling, Bellevue
“Burial, Evergreen Cemetery,

BEN FLORA
.retired in 1973

Southgate. Visitation, 4-9 p.m.
today. Memorials: to Ben Flora
Scholarship Fund, Bellevue High
School, 41073.

Miss Elsie E. Smith, 65,
335 W. 17th St., Covington, died
Monday at St. Luke, Fort



BEN FLORA
BELLEVUE HIGH SCHOOL — 1943- 1973
(DECEASED)

Ben Flora who was one of the most popular and respected coaches in
the state of Kentucky. graduated from Mt. Sterling, High School in 1928.
He was an all around athlete, short in stature and soon acquired the nick-
name of ‘‘Pee-Wee'' from his many friends, a name that stayed with him
whenever he met old friends from Central Kentucky.

He was an outstanding football and basketball player while being
coached by Coach Bain ""Tiny'* Jones. He continued his football and basket-
on a college level when he played at Kentucky Wesleyan College. which was
then located in Winchester, Kentucky. He continued his education and
received advanced degrees at the University of Kentucky and Xavier
University.

Ben began his teaching and coaching career at Montgomery County
High School in 1932 where he was an assistant coach and taught social
studies. After the next year as an assistant coach at Mt. Sterling High School.
he accepted the head football and basketball coaching position at Raceland
High School. He served in this capacity from 1938 until 1943.

In the fali of 1943 Ben accepted the head football and basketball
position at Bellevue High School replacing Coach Edgar McNabb who had
resigned.

During his tenure at Bellevue the “Tigers' enjoyed many outstanding
seasons in both football and basketball. His teams were always extremely
well coached and prepared.

In basketbali, his 1949 team won the Ninth Region Championship and
got the opportunity to play in the KHSAA Sweet Sixteen. but unfortunately
lost in their first round of tournament play.

In 1951, his “Tiger’* Football team went through a twelve game unde-
feated season while winning by big scores in both the Recreation Bowl
and the Shrine Bowl!. This outstanding team was declared the 1951 Mythical
State Champions.

Ben was one of the “Founding Fathers™ of the Kentucky High School
Coaches Association and was selected to coach the first east football team in
the East-West All-Star Games.

In 1952, Ben received the Flying Dutchman Award and Cob Pipe of
Honor for sincere interest in handicapped boys and girls.

Following his coaching career Ben served as Principal of Bellevue
High School until 1951. In 1957, he became Superintendent of Mt. Sterling
City Schools. In 1959, became Superintendent of Irvine. Kentucky Schools
and then in 1962 he returned to Bellevue to become Superintendent until he
retired in 1973.

The citizens of Bellevue in an effort to show their thanks for the many
years of dedication he performed for the schools named their field house
in his honor.

Ben Flora died on February 7, 1983.

His wife Irene still resides in Bellevue. Kentucky. They had four chil-
dren — Roger, Ben, Marie and Linda.




IN MEMORY OF

BEN
FLORA

rr PEE
WEE"

Ben Flora and his family moved to Bellevue in 1943, at which time he also began his

coaching career at Bellevue High School, His 1951 football team at Bellevue was the
most outstanding and best remembered, They were undefeated in 12 games and won both
the Recreation and Shrine Bowls that year and were declared Mythical State Champions,

In 1955 he became the principal at Bellevue High of which he served until 1957,
At that time he returned to Mt. Sterling to serve as Superintendent, He returned
as Superintendent at Bellevue and remained in that capacity for eleven years until

his retirement, As a special tribute to the 25 years that Ben and his family spent

in Bellevue, the citizens of Bellevue proudly named the High School Paysical
Education and Gym Building the "BEN V. FLORA FIELDHOUSE",

A great coach, educator, and man has passed; but

many will be influenced by his
enthusiasm, his message of courage, strength and

the will to succeed.




RINTENDENT
RETIRES

Ben Flora, who started as
teacher and assistant coach in
1932 at Camargo Schools,
Montgomery County, Kentucky
has decided after forty one (41)
years to retire from school work.

After teaching at Camargo he
moved to Mt. Sterling City School
and taught and was an assistant
coach to “Tiny' Jones for five
years.

From Mt. Sterling he removed
to Raceland, Kentucky where his
football and basketball teams
were among the tops in Eastern
Kentucky. Ben started and served
as president of the Eastern
Kentucky conference representing
schools of Boyd, Creenup, and
Carter Counties.

From Raceland he was selected
to come to the Bellevue Schools
in 1943 where he taught and
coached track, baseball, basketball
and football with great success in
the two major sports which he
coached for about twelve (12)
years prior to becoming principal
of Bellevue High School.

After two years as principal he
was asked to return to his home
town of Mt. Sterling where he
served a two year contract as
superintendent, while there he
started a complete renovation
program and had on the planning
board a new gymnasium and a
new elementary school.

In 1959 he went to Irvine on a
three year contract as
superintendent and the Irvine City
School, where again, renovation,
new buildings, and improved
education programs were the gain
for the local system.

In 1962-he was invited to
succeed George Wright who
resigned, as superintendent of
Bellevue Public Schools. In the
olevep ezl ac surgrintendent
here he has accomplished more
than was expected in such a
limited financial system.

He has supervised the
remodeling of every building,
except the old field house. He has
supervised the construction of the
Grandview Elementary School,
the home economic, science, and
library of the high school, and the
construction of the new modern
gymnasium, seating 1700 people.

He has completed every aspect
of the facilities study provided by
the State Department of
Education a few years back.

Ben Flora, will not retire. He
will take on new challenging goals
on a part time basis, giving of this
time and services and abilities
while trying to find time to enjoy
some of the pleasures denied he
and his family during the forty
one years he has served the youth
of Kentucky.

His contract will expire June

30, 1973, and he was not a

candidate for a renewal.
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COME TO ANTONIO'S
Come one, come all to Antonio’s
Pizza, located at 315 Fairfield Ave.,
Bellevue. All our delicious food 1s
prepared in the real Italian way, by ([}

our fine Ifalian -chef ‘Antonio, who

makes the most mouth watering
pizzas, the most tempting hoggies,
and oh, Ma Ma Mia the spaghetti.
Come try for yourselves to see. See
you soon at Antonio’s,
431-1598
“Sunday Only'’ 12:00 - 11:00

Monday Thru Thursday 11:00 A.M.-11:00 P.M,
Friday, Saturday 11:00 A.M

.-1:30 A.M.
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COVINGTO, KY.
1005 MADISON AVE.
PHONE 431-4185

Juhn 3. Radel

Funeral Home

DONALD E. PANGBURN
MANAGER

KENNETH COOPER

NEWPORT, KY.
822 YORK ST.
PHONE 261-8560

SILVER WEDDING
ANNIVERSARY

“The Brcwn Room’ of the
John R. Little Vets in Southgate,
Kentucky was the setting for the
Surprise Buffet Dinner Dance
given in honor of Mr. and Mrs.
Curtis R. Mavhew on their Silver
Wedding Anniversary.

Mr. and Mrs. Mayhew presently
of Highland Heights Kentucky
were former residents of 13 years
of Bellevue, Kentucky. Their
daughter Linda Mayhew Benke
attended St. Anthony School and
is a 1967 graduate of Bellevue
High School, their son also
attended St. Anthony grade
school.

The evening giving way to
~ complete surprlse with erjotions
flowing, began at 8:30 p.m.
Saturday, February 10, and was
hosted by Mr. and Mrs. Gary R.
Benke (daughter and son-in-law of
the honored couple) and Mr.
Curtis R. Mayhew, son of the
guests of honor.

Making the evening complete
was a 3-tiered anniversary cake
and entertainment by the Phase
IV. The band announced that
there would be a reception line
including Mr. and Mrs. Mayhew,
Mr. and Mrs. Benke, and Mr.
Curtis Mayhew II. Those guests
received being presently and
formerly of Bellevue were: Mr.
and Mrs. Rick C. Denker of
Creenwich, Connecticutt, Mr. and
Mrs. Lonnie Ward, (nee Bonnie
Fitters), Mr. and Mrs. Jack
Wormald, II (nee: Mary
Fitters)—(childhood friends of
Linda and Curtis and of course
the honored couple), Mr. and Mrs.
Robert Brauch, II, Mr. Robert
Brauch, Sr. Mr. Charles Rekers,
Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Enzweiler, Mr.
William Enzweiler, Miss Marlene
Mayhew, Mr. and Mrs. Robert
Mayhew, Mr. and Mrs. Louis J.
Philippe, Mrs. Raymond Thoney,
Mrs. Kathleen Steffen Williams,
and Mr. Pat Ruff.

Summing up the lovely evening
was the opening of many

& s e e g e S L U s i S
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Motor wvehicle users paid
some $18 billion in special
state and federal taxes in
1971.

Peters Coal & Supply

{now open under new management),
Remaodeling & Building Supplies

Lumber — Paneling — Suspended
Ceilings — Building Hardware —
Doors.

TAYLOR & C&0 RR -
BELLEVUE, KY.
261-5040
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by Bulova

Make it a memor-
able gift.

Give him an
Accutron watch
by Bulova. So
precise that
accuracy is
guaranteed
to within

a minute

a month.*
See our full
range of
Accutron
styles.
From.
$110.

Stainless steel.
Grey dial and strap.
$1
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From: <babin.mf@pg.com> 7?7
To: <rosendo.salazar@Verizon.net> aaon
Sent:  Wednesday, September 05, 2001 3:19 PM ww—mmﬁ

Gee, I hope you get this one. I would like to be able to provide some

information to this man. Could you see if Buddy has any of the answers, and if

you know any, please fill in and provide me with help for him. Hopefully, I

will see you soon and we can discuss this also. I don't know if you are still

coming up this week-end or not. If you can, fine. If not, don't worry. Hope

you guys have been well. I have been extremely busy here at P&G trying to get
current with all the new systems they have set up. I will be home Thursday,

Friday, and Monday on vacation and watching Indigo. Hope to hear from you soon!

Love ya!
Marie
Forwarded by Marie Babin-MF/PGI on 09/05/2001 03:16 PM
Internet Mail Message

Received from host:  f180.law15.hotmail.com
[64.4.23.180]

From: "CHARLENE ROSE" <:::::-_ oo o oo>0n 08/31/2001 03:34 PM GMT
"CHARLENE ROSE" To: Marie Babin-MF/PGI
< S Ce:

Subject 5‘}
108/31/2001 11:34 AM \y/:l @

o W”(
%ﬁ

I can't believe it but I deleted the message. I'll type the things he
wanted to know. o Bas ‘, 67%

otd
| What dates did he coach at Bellevue? /943 ’W 745 /- - Track
_2, What sports did he coach at Bellevue? Besketball - r
' Who were some of the top players on those teams, (particularly players that Q
" may have gone on in the sports world or elsewhere to establish a name for

Marie,

9/5/01
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I

themselves)? “S“f/f'
47 What other roles did Ben Jay at the school? (teacher, principle?) ; D ‘/‘0 N
5. Do you know, of any role that Ben Flora played in getting Tiny Jones to moye come o ay ‘
to Dayton? _%-d gil“ «© he encs “«V‘Qj e_d ‘L 777))/ f_v
& . Why and when did Ben Flora leave Bellevue? ‘ - .
7 Where did he go when he left? 774, 5(%&;7 H AL .
5 . . Sbong relotionshe p
0 you remember any stories about Ben Flora and/or Tiny? 'ﬁ /
W Football e
This is from Clifford Holliday (Mt. Sterling High School Class of 1959), }\ ‘-HL@
e-mail address - *-- - oo /}/‘ (b uxg & r‘?‘é
- o5 Lpn
Address: Clifford Holliday l ove
B & C Consulting Services @d
2712 Meadowview Dr. M pU
Colleyville, Texas 76034 0«? / e
817-267-8086 0
Fax 817-545-9211 p€ f

I'm sure he will be happy to get any information you or your family can
provide. Make sure he sends you a copy of his completed work.

See you next week.

Char

9/5/01



NORTHERN KENTUCKY SPORTS LEGENDS

Charley,

Here is some data in response to your questionnaire about my
father. Sorry | did not get this to you earlier but since my
retirement, Margie and | spend much of our time on trips or away
from Morehead, baby sitting. Congratulations on your new career. I
am sure you enjoy this and that you do a great job. If any other data
is needed, give my a call at 606-784-6095. If you catch me at home
| be glad to help. Marie said the program will be on September 17. |
have a trip planned for that time and will be unable to participate.
Persons who played under dad who might be good include: Dan
Sullivan (past Supt. of Newport) and Steele Harman. A basketball
player and former neighbor of dad's is Norman Veech. I'm afraid |
have lost track of lots of his former players and friends. Hope you
can find some other tid-bits. | am enclosing some photos which you
might use. Please return these to Marie so that | can get them back.
Perhaps we will cross paths sometime soon. Good luck with this
project and others.

Ben Flora

May 23, 1909 Owingsville, Ky.

Graduated in 1928 from Mt. Sterling City Schools
Graduated from Kentucky Wesleyan College in 1932.

Course work at University of Kentucky and completed Masters Degree
in Educational Administration at Xavier University in 1955.

1932 - Teaching and coaching at Camargo H. S. - Coached jr. high and
high school girls basketball team.
1933-1938 - Teaching and assistant to Bain "Tiny" Jones in football
4 and basketball.
1938-1943 - Head football and basketball coach at Raceland High
School.
1943-1955 - Teacher and head football, basketball, and track coach
at Bellevue High School.
1955 - 1957 Principal at Bellevue High School.
1957 - 1959 - Superintendent of Mt. Sterling City Schools
1959 - 1962 - Superintendent of Irvine City Schools



1962 - 1972 - Superintendent of Bellevue City Schools

Helped to create the Eastern Kentucky Athletic Association and
served as the first President. Received numerous recognition's
during his years of teaching and coaching. Very active in many
education and coaching organizations in the state. Inducted into the
Kentucky High School Hall of Fame in 1986.

Best known teams while at Bellevue are : 1949 basketball team
represented the 9th region at the State Tournament. 1951 Football
team went undefeated and won two Bowl Games, one in the
Recreation Bowl in Mr. Sterling and the following week in the
Kiwanis Bowl at Lexington. Although not declared state champs by
the Louisville papers, who did the selection, most people recognized
this team as a State Champion Team. At Bellevue, Coach Flora's
football teams compiled a record of 73 wins, 40 loses, and 4 ties.
This was during a period when there was no classification system
for schools. His schedules often include Cincinnati schools as well
as all schools in Northern Kentucky, including those which are now 4
A schools. This basketball teams stand at 158 - 120.

Assistant Coaches - Included Bob Miller, Dick Rothfus (sp), Bob
Himmler, John, Schaar.

Best Known Players - Pat Uebel, Dan Sullivan, William Hundemer (sp),
Steele Harman.

Coaches during the forties and fifties were a very close group.

Coach Flora worked during summers at Moonlight Gardens and at River
Downs with many of his coaching friends. Following Friday night
football games, the coaches often gathered at a cafe in Newport to
visit and replay the games.

Every year, the Football team would take a trip to some college
football game. The football banquets were always a big affair with
some very prominent college coach as a speaker. | remember Blantan
Collier, "Bear" Bryant and Woody Hayes as speakers at banquets |
attended. Each year, the basketball teams would attend the state
tournament games in March. These teams also had significant sports
banquets. During many years, the annual district and regional track
meets were held at Bellevue and Coach Flora was usually the meet
director.



How did athletics help you in your adult life and career?

How has High School athletics changed since your playing and or
coaching days?

As a coach what has your relationship with your former players
meant to you?

As a player have you continued a relationship with any former
coaches?

As a coach who were some of your fellow coaches you competed
against?

As a player who were some of the more notable players you
competed against?

As a coach did any of your assistants or former players become
coaches?

Did any particular individual influence you toward athletics?

Please add any other information or topics that may be unique to
you.



Northern Kentucky Sports Legends
Name-
Date of Birth-
High School & Year of Graduation-
College & Year of Graduation-

High School Sports Involvement-(Use separate sheet if needed)
Individual Accomplishments-

Team Accomplishments & Championships-
Coaches-

Teammates

Special Memories or Highlights-

Any other additional Information-

MmO OW >

College Sports Involvément-(Use separate sheet if needed)
Same information as above

Coaching Career(If Applicable)

Schools & Years-

Individual Honors-

Team Honors & Championships-
Sports Coached-

Coaching Record-

QOutstanding Players-

Special Memories-

Any other Additional Information-

TOTmYUOW>

What Hall of Fames are you a member of?
B. Dates Inducted



Buddy,
Charlie Coleman wants to do a show on Daddy and his career.

He plans to tape it on September 17™. Would you like to appear as
one of the guests? | do not want to do it. Mark may want to be on it
as well. He would be good.

Charlie says they can have 2 guests at one time; and even switch
around after breaks and have different guests. Can you think of
anyone that would be a good fit for this program?

In the meantime, if you can, would you look over the attached sheets
and answer as much as you can. What you can’t answer, maybe |
can find elsewhere.

| need your help on this. He also said it would be nice to have
pictures. Maybe we could arrange a collage of some sort between
us.

If you do not want to do this, at least give me some answers to the
attached questions.

I left you a message a while back, but guess you have been traveling.
Please get back to me as soon as possible. September 17" is a
Wednesday, so you could come up and stay for a few days if needed.
| can make room | am sure.

Hope all is well with you and yours.

Love you,

7 asce



2.

3.

7.

" B.

1c.

TSN COMMANDMENTS ON HUMAN RILATIONS

Thou shalt love people not just to use them as a tool.

Thou shalt compliment more than critiedzef you should eover your
neighbor's faults with 8 closk of charity, bacause you may need
a circus tent to cover your own.

Thou shalt as¥ Jod to eive you strength to change what can be
changed, and courage to bear what cannot be changed.

Thou shalt not get angrys if you are right, you don't need to -
and if you are wrong, you can't afford to.

Phou shalt be kind3 yon had better be kind to people you meet
on your way up, for they are the same people you w1l meet on
your way down.

Thou shalt not be too important; it's nice to be important, but
itfa more important to be nice.

Thou shalt have a sense of humor; a senss of humor is to a man
what springs are to a wagon - it saves a lot of buwps.

Thou shait be cheerful and thankful; count your many blessings,
name them one by one, and you will find that for each hu-dred
wrongs, there are one thousand rights.

Thqn shalt practice what you preachy one example is worth one
thousand arguments.

Thou shalt go to school t~ the Headwmaster of the universe,
The Masgter of men, the Secretarv of humwan relations, nawmely
Jdegus -Christ, as He 13 the greatest lender of men the world .
has ever knouwn.
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Jim Lape — Toastmaster
BHS 48"

Intraduction Of Speaker . . eies c.... Rep. William Donnermeyer
A eSS e e i o e e e Governor Wendell Ford
A ] i e M o et et o B e Friends and Associates

Recognition of Special Guests
enslora A preciaiion St e Joseph Kohler

George Cofojohn Chr.
Bellevue Board of Education

Beneldichion - mo: e e e e o L Father Krebs
St. Anthony Church

COURTESY OF BELLEVUE COMMERCIAL AND SAVINGS BANK
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