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Northern Kentucky loses a giant

Seldom is there a person who

“ could be called a giant in his field.

Ben Flora was an exception.

Mr. Flora, a Bellevue reS|dent
who passed away last week at the age
of 73, was a true giant in northern
Kentucky high school educatlon and
sports.

For 28 years, Mr. Flora shared
his love for education and sports with
thousands of students at Bellevue

High School. He taught social studies

at Bellevue, was principal for several
years and spent 11 years as the dis-
trict’s school superintendent until his
retirement in 1973.

But Mr. Flora is perhaps best

remembered for his role as the
football and basketball coach for
the Tigers during an era when the
school competed for supremency in
northern Kentucky athletics. Belle-
vue’'s gymnasium now bears his name
as a fitting tribute to his devotion to
the young people whose lives he
helped shape.

Even after his retirement, Mr.
Flora was a familiar figure at Belle-
vue football and basketball games.
His love for high school athletics was
topped only by his love for the
athletes and students he coached.

Students at Bellevue were famil-
iar with Mr. Flora due to the legacy

~___in high school sports, education

he left behind, but students in other
areas of Campbell County and North-
ern Kentucky perhaps were not aware
that they too have been  affected by
his accomplishments.

While a coach and educator, Mr.
Flora helped shape the future course
of northern Kentucky’s high school
athletics. He is remembered by
friends as a lover of children and
sports, who fought for both girls and
boys to have the opp‘ortunity to

~complete in athletics.

Mr. Flora touched a great num-
ber of lives in one way or another
during his career as an educator and
coach will long be remembered by
former students and fellow educators.

Mr. Flora leaves his wife Irene
behind, as well as four children, two
of whom have followed their father
into the education field. His effect on
all the young people he taught and
coached has been far reaching, and
will no doubt continue for many years
to come.

A Recorder reporter - overheard
two acquaintances of Mr. Flora’s
speaking at a basketabll game last
week. ‘““We lost a real friend this
week,’’ said one. ‘‘Everybody lost a
real friend this week,’”’ returned the
other. i

Indeed we did.




