The Gripes of McGrath
Local Quintets Falter;

Flora Studies Fla. Fauna

By Charles F. McGrath
Sports Editor’ %

NORTHERN KENTUCKY %nfeﬁ sslowly but surely are
dropping in the Litkenhous Retings published each week by the
Louisville Courier-Journel.

Newport Public which ranged up near the leaders for several
weeks, had skidded to 11th place with a rating of 74.9. Dayton’s
Geendevils are 24th with 69.2 and the holmes Bulldogs are next
in line with 68.3 and a place outside the first 25. 3

Ashland’s Tomecats, who play Newport Public here Friday
night, are tied for first place with Louisville Male. Each has 82.5,
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ASHLAND, INCIDENTALLY, was scouted by Newport Coach
Stan Arnzen in its game last Saturday with Lexington Lafayette
in the U. K. Memorial Coliseum at Lexington. Ashland won.

Also in the stands was Ben Flora, Bellevue coach. Both came
hack singing the praises of the Tomcats: The upriver team, by
far the hest to represent that section in years, has height to burn.
Here's how its starting five reach into the stratosphere:

Marshall, a forward, is 6-6; Woods, his running mate, is 6-2;
Emmerick, the center, is 6-5 Adkins, one guard, is.ﬁ-é, and
Jennings, the other guard, is 5-9. He makes up for his lack of
height by having speed to burn and is a clever ball handler,

DESPITE HIS REMARKS to the contrary after turm'n_g down
the Arkansas job, Paul (Bear) Bryant still is not a cinch to
remain as head football coach at Kentucky. The rumor factory
was running at full blast last week when most of the countrys
grid mentors congregated in Washington to honor Clarence
“Biggie” Munn as Scripps-Howard's “Coach of the Year.”

I was told that Bryvant's assistants at Kentucky were sitling
on the anxions seat and looking around for jobs while in the
nation’s capital. Bryant was not there. If was said he was in
Texas where. rumors had i, he vlans to go info business.

Since that Washington affair, the word has leaked out that
Paul Dietzel, Bryant’s line coach ‘at Kentucky, is-the No. 1
man to take over as line coach at Army. Dietzel, a frequent
visitor to northern Kentucky during the pasf football season
(he also attended Bellevue's grid banquet several weeks ago),
spent much time talking to Earl Blaik, Army's head coach, while
in Washington, I don't imagine they were discussing politics.
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OTHER COACHING CHANGES may be forthcoming, especi-
ally in the northern Kentucky area. For example, thet_pgss;ilbility
is not too remotfe that Ben Flora, fixture that he is at Bellevue,
wen't stay there forever.” '

Rotund Ben flew.to Miami during the holidays for his first
winfer vacation m 15 years—and didn't spend all his time
inhaling the Gulfstream breezes and picking petunias.

Among the atiractions viewed by Rotund Ben were the races
at Tropieal Park and the 'Gator Bowl game between Florida and
Tulsa at Gainesville. He also inspected a couple of new schools in
Miami_and_Orlando, but only to study fhe arciitecture—-=ays he.
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LITTLE  RIO GRANDE - COLLEGE'S phenomenal —Bevo
Francis, who scored 116 points in ONE game the other night and
who threatens to make them rewrite the basketball record bdoks,
is coached by Newt Oliver who, in turn, was coached by Bob
Stoneburner, Newport's deposed football mentor,

Oliver, himself, was no slouch<in his playing days at Rio
Grande, Stoneburner tells me. :

“P'll never forget the game wa played with Wilberforce hack
around 1947-48," he recalls. “We Wwon, 116-114, in three overtime
periods. The record still stands for points scored by two teams
in a single game.” g v T

: While playing under Stoneburner at Rio Grande, Oliver made

' the Little' All-America, averaged 27 points a game his best
season, and still holds the national free throw record.

Just thought you'd like to know., As for me, I never knew
Stoneburner was a basketball man. In fact, I didn’t know he
was a basketball official. But he is.

‘“The only trouble,” he says, “is that I have to go 500 miles
to get a game.” ;

STONEBURNER WORKED one game this season in which
Big Bevo performed. It was in December and was between Rio
Grande and the University of Dayton Frosh, at Dayton.

“They had a 6-11 boy guarding’'Bevo, but he went wild just
the same,” Bob says. “Rio Grande won by a score of 93-75 or
something like that.”

“After the game, Tom Blackburn, head coach at Dayton, said
his freshmen team was better than the Dayton club he took to
the NCAA tournament, so Rio Grande must be pretty good.”
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COMPLIMENTS ARE FEW and far between in this business
but I received one the other day, although the sender didn’t
mean it to be.

It came in the form of a letter from “A Kenton County Fan,”
who, for some reason, chose to hide under the cloak of anonymity.

He started out to take my hide off real good, then gradually
mellowed as his ire wore off., By the time he had finished, he
(or she) found himsclf (or herseif) agreeing with some of the
things I had written, especially those concerning the Covington
Ball Park.

What seemed to have burned the writer of the letter more
than anything else were the predictions for 1953 which appeared
in this space a week ago.

; ﬂ;l‘hf compliment came when he said my predictions were
‘silly.

> I'm glad that's the way they struck him. I meant them

to be and apparenily succeeded.

(Note: Had he (or she) signed the letter, I would have used
it in full) ¥,




